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ltrengthening, Lake 22.32. andtobecxhort-Ff h; 
ed not to be high minded, but to' fear, Row. lit 
11. 26. andtotake heed leſt they fall, 1Cor, Þ P: 
10. 12; ) 

39 ' I was Saws ſad complaint, 1 Sem'3 35 
28, 15.1 am ſorely &ſtreſſed, for the Philiſhner 3 w6 
make war againit me, and Ged 1s departed from || rc 
me: Sodolcfully (and:more )- will ſfinfers 3 2 
one day. cry our, fickneſs, ſin,. death- and} ly 
devils are upon me, and God: hath forſaken} fc 
me, and I know not what to do. Oh for-} di 
fake not God by finning} leſt God forſake} tl 
you for f1aning againſt him. and his wrath! ol 
come wmpor. you. EpÞ;F. 601 1H 122th of na 
._ ,*40.:When God lawall.chathe had:donel tl 

-t0:be'vetryigood, he:emercd into reſt, Gen, 24 
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NN 25crazedand taulty,as thcir fin; they rc- 
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rs 2 Corp. .{ceing it lows but from a-world- 
df} ly ſorrow: they would make us belicye they 
| fcel great remorſe, and are inwardly much 
- | diſpleaſcd with fan, but as tro amcndmcut 
cc} they ſhew us none. As for that Repentance 
11 obo|d ageyir $ for che molt part bur acciden- 
{| ral,;for they leave not-fin; but ſin, leaves 
ef them : and a fick-b-d Repentantcigh3 of; 
2:0 ren) 1; ke the man +. e. {ickly.: anfl the 
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of proved. his: Repertance, dead: oe Wn 
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we £0 in the common road of Profaticneſs We 
er inthe { ſeeming ) plealant walks of hy- £0! 
p-crilic, Aatth, 24, 5: with Luke: 12, Pal 
4c. | rer 
45 Fc that would have his afflition ſhore Us: 
orhave calc under. it, ſhould quickly amd 1ct 
quietly {ubmic tro God; tor when we ſubſcribe 
tro his wiſdom and fſubmic ro his will , _ PX 
"tis as it, and as much , and better than if. ©*< 
we had had our own wills, Pſal. 39,9, W 
46 Selt-penance is will-worſhip,and mcer ha 
Eprcuriſme , where pain is pleaſant ; for as © 
long as people impolc it on themſelves, they © 
ds not dpny ther own will,but fullfil it, and while - W 
they beat down the body, they do bur puffe w| 
wpthe fleſh, Col. 2. 20,--2 3. - kr 
":47 A ſcared conlcicnce y' an hardneds 1 
heart; /a being given vp, #52 kind of forc-: W: 
rnnet and carneſt of, yea 4s it were a'ſealing" 
upot men rodamnation ; for whereas the © |** 
damncd arc in hell, hell is in thcle © and * by 
woud any think madinefs or the deadPallic 


tobe beſt, becauſe ſuch men 'feel oooh! c 
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having cheit ſenſes by heir diſeaſeapthic 
i$a grearcr puniſhment than aty-othet,: 48 Gi 
being that of loſs, Rem. 1. 28. Eph, 4: 181g. % 
2 Theft, 11,2. 1 TW, 4. wy $8501]: th 
48' There is a neceſſity of diſpfopeptiva a 
and dfparity between mth aid ney tor $, 
b | C's we «TT, 
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wereall perſons cqual, rhe world could nor 
conhit ; Superiority aud [nferrarity are the 
Pillars thereof ; and theretorc, wearec lo of- 
ren-called upon to ob:y them that arc over 
us, and that not for wrath ſake, but for con- 
{cicnct, Rom, 13, 5. 

49 Man ſcems*ro be one of the weakeſt 
parts of rhe Creation, for there's ſoarccly a 
creararc, by which he hath not been con- 
quered : A flic, che kernal of a grape, &c. 
hath overcome Conqucrours - Mice, Lice, 
&T.averc too hard tor rhe AEgyprians. We 
need therctore pray as David, Pſa!. 39.4-and 


' unth Aſes, Pſal. 90, 12. and to think of 


what is ſaid James 4. 14. for though we 
know chat thetc is but one way of coming 
into the world, yct none knows how many 


' waysthcere arc of going out. 


5o "Tis a known Maxime, that &'Negs- 
tive makes nothing known ; tor we know 1ngs 
by: difcoycring not what rhey are not , 
but what they arc : and therefote to give 
only negative Charaters "6f- Chriſtians, 


; 15 bt to deſcribe them 4/nbt: ean'they 


ohly make them known ro thernſelyes* or 
others : Hence throughear the Seriprure; 


. the Negative and the Afﬀeirtharive are for 


the molt: part Joyn'd copertiery Rom.” t 2. 
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51 God 1n Scripture compares his Church 
to aun Eſpeuſed Wife , and himſelf ro au 
Husband ,- yea to a 7 ealons Hurband ; how 
carctul then muſt they be , who axe marri- 
ed to ſuch an husband , to abſtain not only 
from all pollution ,. but trom all ſuſpicion 
of ſin! 2 Cor, 11, 2, 3, 

52 _ Thcre is a natural over-charitable 
affection in men to their own ways, Prov. 
16.2. 41d 21,2, and(which yet ſeems ſtrange) 
the worſe they arc, che more men arc in- 
clin'd to favour them ; bur the reaſon is,be- 
m_ the worſe they are , the more they are thew 

for mens (ins are not ſo much from 
he Devil as from themſelves » and though 
he may tempt , yer 'tis they that ſin , Jew, 
I. 4. 
53 He that by Grace is as good as thc 
beſt: , was by Nature as bad as theworſt, 
Eph. 2-'23 3 


54 Before the coming of Chriſt, the Fa- 


ther rx uſted the Son , that he would make 


ſatwefa Wy ; and fincc the coming of Chriſt, 
he guſts the Father, that he ſhall have ſatifs- 


fn, jh;ſecing the travel of his ſoul {atcly | 


deliver ds 1a $3.11, 


Woman may (60ncr bedeliver'd. 
4 2 Child with eaſe, and in a dream, than #* 


man may repent without ſorrow 5 2 Cor. 7, 
10 21, ; *; 56 In 
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1 56 In knowledge men ( /<-e men ) are 
1 ſometimes ſaid to be like Angels , but no 
v manislike God but in holineſs ; fo that &:- 
- linepuws greater perfebtion than kn1wledge ; and 
/ for any tolay, (auſe the Hily One of lſraci 
1 #79 ceaſe from befirews, as 'ſa. 0. 10, 11, Is 
a language vcry unbecoming men ; for 
e - *tis like that of Devils, Luke 4. 34. Le: 
.  #s alone ; art thou come to deſtroy us £7 
) . what have we ro do with thee , thou Holy 
- One? 
57 The Humane Nature of Chrilt a- 
"  ſcends ashighastheDivine Nature deſccn- 
.- &d, thar 1s, ts the utmoſt poſſibility : God 
| could ſtep no lower than to become Mau 
nor man riſc higher _— to be one with 
God , Jehn 1.14. Eph. 4 
58 A Chriſtian would” think he faves, 
yea , gains mach by Chriſt, it he ſave his 
ſoul, whatever !offes he {uffer for Chrilt, 
Heb, 1c. 34. 
59 They may have what they 'will. of 
God, who will have but whar they may ; 
1. John 5.14. and they that will haye MOT, 
are unreaſonable. 
60 Love is the bond of peace, &hb, A. 
Jo. for, bj-ie the members of the: 
3 © Chriſt are. united one to another, «6 


fuk they are united to the head , Clint 
Is: 4. "IR: 61 


Things worth thinking on - 
61 Jeſus Chriſt (uffer'd without any de- 
merir of his , tha: we might be happy 'by 
his merit ; he died, not deſerving it, rhatewe » 
might live, though we. do noc deſerve ro ( 
live, but to dic, 1 Per. +8. F 
62 'Tis one thing robe angry , another { 
to hate ; herhar hares is angry,burthe chat's  /; 
angry doth nor always hatc. God ts ofter * |; 
angry with his people, but deth never hate them; «| 
and many mcn arc angry with their 11ns, bur x 
do not hate them ; whereas again(t fin we 
fhoald cxprefs, not only anger, |bue ha- + 
' rredroo, Eph. 4. 26. Prov. 16,6, with 8. tx 
1 7. | 34a {ſl 
62 - Selj-lexial jslawtul , and rhe only al- þ 
lowable Se!f-nwireber , yea 'tis commanded, © : 
Math, 16. 24. 
64: Many pcopic fear (in , whodonot _ 
hate it, 4s ſome do a Lion + Wicked men {f 
may'fear it y- bzeaulc 'erwvitl ſhamerhemand © « 
| 


darmu them ; but good men fear it , becauſe 
twill Jiſhonour God , and defile them. 
The'burnt-child 'dreads the fire, -becane 
*ewilt: burn , -ochers 'the 'yery coal , breauſe 
twill black them , Ge». 39.9.” Marr, 15, 
T8, 1:9 20. | any 
2 65 Tnall apes, God eicher preferved his 
prople from, or fapported theny wg 

. ethveto] rheny we of remnptationsand tti- 
Rions, 2Pr.. 2. 9. 66 When 
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66 When any pcrfon gocsto hear a Ser- 
mon z *tis much ( whoever bete) if he learn 
nor ſomething he knew not betore ; or have 
ſomething called ro remembrance , whith 
he had torgotten ; 9 be pur in mind of 
ſomething which he had not praftisd, a: 
leaſt not fo fully and well as he oughe ; or be 
not confirm'd in what he hath bcticycd., 


*Phil.3.1, 2 Pet,1,12. 2 Tim, 3.16,17, Matth, 


13.52. 

"67 There ts a greatdifference between 
the Children of the Kingdome , and 
the Children of the King : the Children of 
che Kingdome may be caſt our , Marth. 8. 13. 
bur not the Children of the King, Fohn 6. 


= 


273-40. 
68 They who eſcape clean hearted and 


untainted , clear-handed and uncorrupred, 
from managing the things of th% Wotld, 
elcape by ſome worder ; the molt afte&ted with 
it, are molt infeted by 'it, 1 Tm. 6. gy 
I ©, 

69 This world is, and all the enjoys 
ments bf it arc mixed, andatthebeſt are 
bur bittey« ſwetrs : tmnallaydd (atisfatiobs are 
joys too heavenly to fall to any mangſtare 
ottFatth. Crowns arc not without their 
carcs Pal. 16. Ir. "T 


70 We 


F] Things worth thinking on © 


20 We arc much ro blame that we do 
not truſt God with our felycs; but; pretend 
to rclie more on our own conduft , than be 
/ helongs tous : therctore do our dclircs ſ» fo 
often miſcarry, and our 1itcats. ſo ſeldome at= , he 
tain the wilht-:ftets. God 1s angry at Qur wi 
afcriptions ro humane Wildom, and craſ- ' ſat 
fcth us often , that we may learn to {ce., at 21 
what -colt we trult our ſclvcs and negleR, 
him , ſal. 52.7. and 20, 7. 'T, 
71, One may wonder that fo many repu- di 
ted wite men ( as Achitophel, &c. ) ſhould ar 
play the tool ſo much as they do ; but,: one © ſh 
Cayunot expect that Wine ſhould be drawn © E: 
can of pots full of nothing but watcr, #«w- 2: 
tefs it bebymiracle ; no more, may it be ex- th 
peitcd , that. men. ſhould a& wiſely , till ' 3: 
they fear God , fir that # the beginning of 
F,-  mwfdme, asthc wilſelt of mcatclls us, Prov. - 
7, bt 
72 One woyldbeloth tacall men; fools, re 
for 'tis a diltaſting and diſpleaſing word ; © S 
vet as he taidot the mzn of Athens, Though © ſ 
willno: call chem foels,,, I will fay, they © nt 
o the famethings "that fels do; aud truly . G 
f wile men will wear fo:l- coats, they can- | © 
not think-it ſtrange if they. be raken for,and | *f 
callet Y ole. All fn iSfolly , and they that }| 7 
wear that livery , whoſe pride ag = 
CORP CICM 
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them about as a chain , and violenceco” 
veretl: them as a garmeat , P/al. 73.6. will 
2 be- lookt. on: with an evil cye, and called 
> fooliſh, though they proſper, v. 3. And 
-, he that would not have us {ay thou fool, 
r without a cauſe , will allow it to be 
- | ard when there is cauſc, Lake 12. 20, 
t 21, 
t. 73 Thoſe who proſper for a while (as 
* Turk and Pepe) without Gods counſel and 
direction, they are but rods of -his anger » 
and inſtruments of his indignation s and 
' ſhall proſper »0 lo»ger than they are 1n their 
\ Exccutioners Office, J/a 10. 12. and 244 
25, Yea, as Proſpetity is Gods blefifngea 
the good, tis his curſe on the wicked,Prvir © ;: 
| 32, 32}. 0 by 
74 Sickneſs, and beating down the body 
may weaken the a&ts , bur not deſtroy: the 
- luſtsof the fleſh ; they may make: nnable but 
, Yot wwwilling to fi:'; This is done only by the 
- | Spirit ,: Rom,$,13; 1f yrilive after the fleſh, ye 
| © ſhall die; but if ye through the Spirit, do mars 
' © nifie the deeds: of the body, ye fhall live. And 
' Gal. 4.24, 25, They that are (hbriſts bave cru- 
| Ctfied the fleſh,, with its affeitions and inſt; : and 
| "fi we live in the Spirit , let 4 walk is the Syi= 
#8j 2020! 5 517 0 7 
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75 As in goad mz21 , though the ont 
wasd man pcriſh , the taward man may.be | 3 
renucd day by day, 2 Cyr, 4. 16. Soinbad  ## 
menythe luſts of the old man may b2 fitbng, _ ?; 

b 


when the man 1Sold and weak. Concapifc a>, 
814 nex ſeneſert ; Luſt grows not decrepir and 
| teeble, when the man doth, 1 Kings 21, | Cc 
4. it 
76 Som? perſons make fo bold with + tt 
none. as with God, for whom we ſhouid > 0! 
have the greateſt reverence : and they who | P! 
dare not take a mans name in vain -not | IT 
give. him the lic, yet dare to blaſpheme 15 
the Name of Gol, and make bim a Liar , + 
Lake 22.65. 1 Jobz 1.10, | 3 
79 Wickcducls may well be comyared:to © _. 
a bottomleſs pit , into which 'tis more cafiexo | Þ 
keep oncs (elf from falling , than being fal- © # 
len, to/give oncs:{6lt any [tay trom falling 
uwhinicely : Take heed then of the firtt mor 
tionsand beginnings of cvtl, for -rhea fan 15 © V 
weakdt., and we arc 'ftrongelt'; bt 1t::we / 
6 give Way to:4and\gratfic tt, 11n grows upon © 
Ah bis;\ chargers and weloſce lircngth , Prov. 23, 1 
29. md 3, 18, 19. an 9.25,.36, 27. 414 9. | 
8 4d 5. 3,--- 14. Epbi4:1g. Therefore 
its. Laid: ro us 41. Evrer: noe into rhe way of the Þþ 1 
wicked, no not enter , not put a foot for- 
>..- "Watdy, Prov, 4.14, much feſs 20 ; but as 
V.15. 
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”, 't5.-?. Avoid it; 2. Paſs nor by it/ 
3. Turn from it; 4: And Paſs away. 
J/6 Cannot ſtand at too preat adiſtance from fon', 
Pſal.'1, 1. 

73 All Love, butour Love of God , is 
beſt, when (ke other Rivers) jt keeps withirr 
compalſs ; bur that 1s beſt, when (Ihe Nitus) 
it overflows : Medrerity, which in all o- 
ther Love isan excellency , is as to the Loye 


| of God «n imperfettion, We may be. roo 


prodigal to creatures , and give them too 


' much , which we canner ro God : Teſs than all 


is too little ; more-than all , were not too 
much , if 'twere bur poſſible, 1 Cor.7.29, 30; 
31, Matth, 22.37. | 

' 79 -He that will karn of none but of 
himſelf,” will have bur a fool to his Maſter , 


' Prov;1.7,; and 3.5; and 26,12. 


% We have at any time fin enough to 


' merit Lods wrath , P/al. 1 30.3. but. we ne- 
! ver have goodneſs enough ro merit his fa- 
wor ; being at the beſt lets than rke leaſt of 
! mercies', and bcholden ro him. for what 
| we'db and give, as for what we rccciyc 


1 Chror: 29, 14. 
81 The'Gracc of 'Cod is fr , and frees 
ly beſtowed upon us, without any merig or 
etive- ins. A meriting Creatare' (muck 
ERicn in ad jtfho , 73 

he 


1 


mor! 
more firiner)'# # crntra 
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the Scho2ls (peak. Doing all our dury. G 
(which is but payment of what we, qQwe , | 
and is due debr co God ) is ſo tar from.me; } 
nting, that it leaves us under the Nama 
 wwproficable , and God is not obliged rothank 
us fort, as che infallible truth cells, Lake 
17. 9, 10. much furchcr off arc we. then, 
from m:ricing, unlefs it be the, name. ot. 1 
more unpr oficable » yea of idle and, wicked: | 
ſc:yants , (ccing Thavic ng fo raved) we haye tal- 
lea ſhort of our duty and Gods glory., Rom. 
3-33- Andas for motives, there Were noi. | 
bus » unleſs we will ſpeak fool foly 17 wit , 
and (ay,. the want of motiv2s was one, Newt, 4 
7.7,8. Ezck, 36.32. 4 
82 "Tis 2 notable Declamations ! and a F/ 
trac one , Which is made. ( ſomewhere) a-'} 
gainſt Luſt in theſe tenifican: rexms. , Luſt:! 
is the Rew'tcher of Wit, the Rebel co Reaſon, | 
| the. Berrajer of Reſolution , the Defiler,of | 
Thoughts, ch: UV :dermiver of Magnanim- | 
£ ,the Flatterer of Vice , the Slave to. Weak- 
: 1 by ncls, the [yfeftion of Youth , the. Madneſs | 
IX» the Curſe of Life, and (in the cony 
cl 10n } the Keproech of Death : There-. 
bore read, 1 Per. 2, 11, and TOs: wo 


"83. God hath made ic our diiry tobehap-: 


Py: ; for we canno: pleaſe ln if we þe no 
LES) 
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y. »pleas'd our felves : Herakes »s pleaſurt 15 that 
g : dp ahfers we take cone, Yea be Fark Bag. 
Means of our happigeſs a patr of ic, ws. 
kisService,?ſa/.1 9.11.1 Fon 5.3. Pſal.go.8. 
332 'Tis a common infirmicy in moſt 
in ſome ic may deſerve a worſe Name) 
n AhMhey are more aſham'd to repent , than 
vi *o offend, Fol. 7. 19. 
$85 Some Attributes of God are ſuch as 
oceed from his Narure ; as Holineſs, Ju- 
ice , Faithfulneſs, &c. Some , which 
F&hough in his Nature , yer procced from his 
ill, as Grace, which retersto Unworthi- 
meſs ; Mercy , which refers to Miſery ; 
Forgiving ,* which refers ro Offence *- of 
2 Fhem it may be ſaid , hecannort but bewis, 
-'$Holy, Juſt, &c. but of theſe', that he may 
t:Fhuſe whether he will , v1z. be Gracious, 
Merciful , pardoning, or not ; and heisfo 
Sut co whom he will : for though he be iny 
Maitely rich in theſe, yer they might have 
For ever remain'd in him , without any de=> 
Fcrmination of his Will ro ſayeany thans 
But oh what Kindneſs is this to man z tha 
Soth his Nature and his Will argdeclare 
ous! {o-thar he is not only Gracious, &s, 
cording to his Name, Exd. 34. 6, 7. bur | 
aithfal and Juſt ro forgive and jaſtiffe 
Fbcm har confeſs cheir fin and believe. in; 
"LECT ERIN? Jeſmty 


Things worth thinking on : | 


IN 


_——— 


24 
Teſm, x Job» 1, 9, Rom, 3. 26, -1at 
$6. Some of the Attributes of God are*kiee 
mncommuncable to the Creature ; a Creature 28. 
cannot be Infinite, Eternal, Abſolute, and&%s d 
independently Perfe&, &c. but others ar wo 
communicable , yea communicated in mea-+ fait 
ſure: yet theſe are (o lirtle poſſeſt and ex-* 26. 
preſt by Creatures, that the Scripture makes _ * 
"ir peculiarly God's : for 'tis not only'.neſ 
aid, there is no God bef1de him, but thatEx: 
there 18 none good but God , e Marth. 19, wit 
27. That he is the «wg Potentate, 1 Trm.ſha 
6.15. thathc js c»ly wife, 1 Tiwm.1.17. andzanc 
that he ly hath immortality , 1 T1m.6. 1 6,0def 
So that Creatures have great reaſon to be®pre 
thankful for , but none to be: proud ofz3 He 
whatcycr Excellency God hath imparted® 
to them, Jer.9.24. 1 Cor.1,20,31. the 
.,.;*7 If God lookt over his every Daysing 
Work, and were not contented till He ſawzcur 
that it was very good ; much more ſhouldyg”: 
we look over onrs, ahd notbe pleas'd, un-$</c 
leſs we can ſee all very good : for God ſeesfthe 
and knows not only his cwn , but ours 
works. 'Tis ſaid to every of the Angels offictt« 
the Seven Churches .. / how tby Works ;, and cle: 
many times over 1s ſaid , he will render to exon 
very man according to bis works, Pſal. 62. 1% che 
(wich to, or 11, places tothe ſame purpoſeſſſin 
| In 


—_— 


— m___— 


-jn the Marginethere) not that we are jaſti- 
2-fied by works , for that's by faith , Row. 3. 
=_ but to ſhew » that faith without works 
3s dead , and that there is as great need of 
rt works to juſtifie our faith, as there 1s 
faith to juſtifie our perſons , James 2. 17.to 
(+ 26. 
& $$ Sin being the greateſt evil , and Holi- 
y neſs the greateſt profit (it being Gods glory, 
utExod, 15. 11.) We may very willingly part 
with that good , thetaking away whereof 
,.-ſhall rake fin away with it , ſa. 27. 9. 
dzand very cheertully undergo any evil, the 
;.#defign and end of God in it , being for our 
x=profit , to make us partakers of his holineſs, 
Heb, 12.10. 
d= $9 Sin being the diſcaſe, and Holineſs 
qc healch of our ſouls, and the chaften* 
$#1ngs of God being the Phiſick ro effett this 
Ecure by ; ſurely , we had better take the re= 
dzmedy, though it make us ſick , than keep our 
rÞ4:ſeaſe, which will make us dic , Heb. 1 2. 9. 
rhe remedy is berrer than the diſcaſe , «ffi 
ucton better than fin, Job 36.21. twerean ill 
xtychoice to chuſe fin rather than afflition ; 
dIcican contrary to that of Moſes , which was 
»Jone of the Nobleſt that eyer was » wh 
choſe atfiftion, and not the pleaſures of 


[7 f1n, Heb, IH, 25, 
n G42 96 Our 
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- $0. Our Saviour hath reduced the Teq!: 
Commandemeats to Two , *1z. T he love of: 
God and our Neighbour ; and tis great Pity: ro 
theſe Two Commands ( like the7 wo T ables) I ut, 
ſhould be broken one againit another! "Tis © yy; 
to be fcar'd, thathe who is falſe to the ſ& jd 
cond , 1s not true to the firſt Command :': jg 
For he that obſcrves not the ſecond , whici'© be 
is like the firſt, is not like to obſcrve , nay, fx, 
it may be » doth not at all like the firſt, hi 
1 John 4. 20. He that is but a Publican as to? lg 
the ſecond, is but a Phariſee as to the firſt® of 
Table : and though 'tis not good to be a wm 
S Heathen , yet of the two , 'twere better to? z; 
G be a_ jſt Heathen , which is poſſible , than: 
! to be an #17uft (kriſtian,, which (ſavinguahes &c 
Name ) is. a contradiftion , Row. 2, 13: 1 ge 
20. WMatth, 11.24. WC 
'93 Ungodly Men, yea Devils, may prc-B pl. 
We ſcor themſelves before the Lord, Jcb 2. 6.7 jf, 
F._ _ but Godly Men preſent ( *. e. make a; al 
preſent of.) es unto God, Rem." 
1.2; J, - ne 
1/92, As we could nor deſerve, fo we can; th 
not..requite the Lord: for his kindneſs toy ar 
us;..and-indecd had God giyen to us , lgok:Yf af 
ing for any thing again by' way of recomrP in 
Pence and rcquital , his mercies would  hawth te 
#rdone #4 : for we are {o fat ficm bein 
cap | able 


s Uo ws Y 
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1”) able to pay the utmoſt farthing , that of our 
”: ſelyes ( asof our ſelves ) being inſufficient 
J; rothink one good thought , - 2 Cor. 3. 5. the 
7 atmolt payment we could haye' made, 
8 .would not have amounted to a farthing ; #& 
& fide, What we return ( ever 7 our beſt eſtate) 
1s but his own, 1 Chres 29. 14. and we ate 
> beholden, not only for whac we receive 
\12 from him y but for what we do and giveto 
»# him ; ſo che, that which is che cffe&t of his 
02? love and grace, can never be the reward 
= of it: Leſs than the leaſt of all thy mer ies 
muſt be our Morto, as well as Jarobs, Gem, 
07 32. 10. 


TM Our Lord Jcſas Chriſt loves and 
4 c ends , countenances and encoura- 
 geFdiſcretion, ingenuity and morahity', 


2 Mark 10. 21. and 12. 32. yet deals 
-k plainly, and tells chem this is not enough), 
> if the but one thing neceſſary be wannnsg : this 
a” all is nothingatall, if we have no more. 
'" A man rhay not be far from the Kingdome., yet 

never the near ; the fooliſh Virgins came to 
© the very Gate , but were without ſtil, where 
09 are dogs, Rev, 22. 15. Prophane ones"arc 
'Þ afar off indeed, yer Publicars and Harlots go 
to the Kingdome of God , before ſome who pre- 
"j' tended to bave a Titletoit, as being Childven of © 
the Kingdome , Math, 21. 31. with'$.712. 


a They 


# 


_ 


28 Things worth thinking on : 


% 


They who were afar off ( being ſinners of © 
the Gevri/es ) were made near by the blout 2'© 
of Chriſt, Eph. 2. 13. whenthe Jews, who? © 
were near as the narural branches , and « 
the Common-wealth of 1frae!, were cur off, © 
Rom. 11, Civil perſons of good diſpolitions ®? 
of {weet, lovely and taking behaviours, anc 
very innoccnt converſations , ſeem to be 
Nears. as he Mark 10, 20,21.. who ſeem's* 
to bid fair for heaven, and marcheth on 
lantly', till pur to the crial , and ther: "s 
| herarreats , though with grief that he car 
no have heaven and the world tov; yes 
rather than he will part with his pofl eſfions/ 
'onearth , he will venture theloſs 
ven , and rather have his part in Pa 


O hea” mM 
an Ia 
10 Paradiſe: on which our Saviour led © 


acloſc application ( and « ftartlizg one ) 1? g 
FY xich-men as it there follows. There ar® 
*-. JomeSemr-Converts, half or almoſt Chriſti * 
ansy Atts :6. 28. and theſe {eem nearer: 
but he that ſits down at half-way will neva 
come-to theend of his journey; but is ſtil 
far'oft , though he have gone ſo far, Ther! 
are others who have the Name of Chriſtians 
and'arewithin the pale of the Church , and 
theſc are ncercſt of all the rſt ; yer man) 
-of-theſe alſo may be afar off : for what 
the Name without the Thing ? if we b 
| na 


= 


A 
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$ of Pot found in Chriſt Jeſus, New (reatures ; 
Js po. as our Saviour tells us with a Donble 
vhe Verity » except a man be bora again , how 
«mear {o cycr_h: be to, he cannot (ee (not 
of carer into.) the Kingdome of God, Fobn 3. 
x, x. bay 
o” 94 They who loſethar poſleſſions, may 
yy and ſhould #» patience poſſeſs their ſouls ;andrhen, 
nchough patience cannor Keep them from 

=miſcry,yer it will Keep chem from being mi- 
we. ſcrable : for a man never lifeth very mach , if 
© he loſe not his foul nor himſelf , Zube 21, 19. 
yew . 95 Our Saviour bids his {iſciples Not 
nd1144” them that can kill the body , tor thar's the 
a moſt and worſt they can do : the worſt } a+ 
3 las, is not that bad enough ? no, there may 

| a wWorle thing befal us, viz. the deſtruStion, 
{ :.e, the damnatian of body and ſoul in hell: £4 
| 'Tisasit heſaid, youcan ar a cheaper rate” Hb 
ja and more caſily dic than be damned you-” w 
4. are never undone (though k&'d) it not date ©. -- 
> ned ; 'tis never very ill, if it be well wit s 
TM the ſoul + you have more reaſon to fear God than 

; as ; for God hath morc power over you rg 
> do morcgood for, or evil toyou; though 
g the body bein, the ſoul is our of mans 
& reach, but both arc in the hand of Gad; 
therefore Matth, $.28. 
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96 Togoour of Gods wa for lite, is ro 
wut of the' way of lite, Jobs $- 39» 40. 
and 6.68. and 14.6. Afts 4.12. Tis not on-| 1 
ly Joſt labour , bt the way to death, to ſeck* 
life our of or without Chriſt Jeſus, Rem. g.30, 

-=- 33.-and 10. 3,4. 'þ 
97 Take hced of temptation in a time! 

of ſtraights ; for 4s mans extremity i Gods op-# 6 y 

prrtunity to help » ſo tis the Devils opportunity ta © 

zewzpe, Matth. 4. 2 3+ and as God ſuits con-| Mo F 

| ſolations , ſo the Devil ſuits temptations to 

x qur conditions, Prev. 30. 8,9, 

| 98 The ſervice we do to men is ne=/, Ac 

yer acceptable to God , unleſs we do it | fs) 

s the Lord, Eph. 6.6, 7. Col, 2. 22-8 n 
23. n 
ad? Religion , which "is to be our buſi- " o 


_ pleaſure too, 15 not for ſpare hours, 


_— 


9% : 


*...e) it any hours to ſpare, Luke x. 75. 
N:'Þ or, ts: 31, We ſhouldbe religious in all 
95, and at all times. 

Yoo. He that is not good »» ſecret, it 


oY 
may eq 


y be fcar'd , that heisbutan bypocrite | 
Apublck , Meatth 6, 1,---6. and 22,25,t0 ff | 
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0, Ins 
+ - Second Century, 
0, 


I, Gf Ham Death may ſeparate a Belie= 
cv vcr and hisnear and dear relations,” 
p® yea, and make a ſeparation between his ſoul 
ro © and his Body, yer it ſhall »ever ſeparate him' 
1 1 from his happineſs, from the love of God wn 
0 (hrift, Rom, 8. 38, 39. - 

' 2 All our attendances upon, and our 
= |; addreſſes roGod,ſpeak not any need hehath 
$# of us; for he that giveth all things, acederh 
© nothing, AGs 17, 25. but they ſpeak th 

2 need we ſtandin of God, of his mercy and: 
- Þ grace, Heb. 4. 16. And ſurely if Ged need nat 
I our ſervices, ke doth not need our fins, Wilt thoit 
. Þ lic for God ? Feb 13.7.7 he wrath of man wothy, © 
| *th not the righreeuſueſs of God, James 1, 20, Neo 

evil is to be done for any good, Rim. 3.8. F: 
r Þ and they who ſin under the pretence of ſer- + + ; 
» © vice,and diſhonour God under the Nameof | 
| |} honouring, will have nothanks for honout- 
ing,bur ſeyere judgment for finning, 1 Saw.” 
I5. 20,--+23. Iſa, 66. 5. John 16. 2. | 

3 We are forward to hcar and pray; 
which are cheap and caſje things ; -but 
whenſelt is to be denicd, andluſls tg be fub** 


- a 
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dacd, what we pray for is to be practiled | br 7 
and what we hear is to be done (which 1s the ” 
Spertt , Power , and Life of Religion ) ah! q 
how backward are we! alas, how many” , 
exerciſe themſelycs unto Godlineſs ( ule the: 
means.) who do nat excrciſc themſelves is. 
Godlizeſs, which is the end of means : Thus. ,, 
Rliginn dwindles away ia, and perſons® T 
content ( though they |) taemfelves by? ; 
by meer externals : bilt how (ad will jt bt 
to was] may ſay,religiouſly ( 5.e. hearing® , 
praying) to Hell! Ez, 33.31. Jamal! ( 
T3H"3"37- eMatth, 7.21, 22, 23, 26, 27, 's 
2 | 
4+ Take heed of doing that in, with, or 4 
company» for which thy: heart, may® ; 
-_ thee, and.chou muſt repent,when thou®s [ 
Exod. 23, 2, 1Sam.24.4,5,0. | 
-"F: They a are fad joys and diſpleaſing plea- 
s, Which 2 man mult repeat of, or be 
&d for;; and. {ach are all the pleaſures of ® A 
-or. ſinful pleaſures : ſuch as { 1 pus us 


, orfuch.as low from (in. ? þ 
..6 ary la to maintain ſuch thoughts of © 


grace {heaven and the world, «s youÞ 

8,07 5) Urs nog Ju Are at pra yer; ;then | 
weſeem toloak'on fin as ugly and odious ; 

odor the wotld as vanity and emprinds ;, 


an. grace. and glocy: as rhe moſt deſirable 
things: 


«a i -«a a © 
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d,® chings » but bow little doth our converſation ſay 


' of thus whilcar prayer, we ſeem to befer» 
vent 1 {pirit, but when off it (like water tay 
ken from the fire ) cold again, 1 Chrov; 29, 


IS, 
7 A Chriſtian ſhould and will endeavour 
ro uſethe world and ſin as they uſcd Chriſt; 


© thas #, to crucifie them, Gal. 5, 24. and 
6. 6, I G s 


4 | - 
$ If the Lawot the Members do oppreſs 


f thee, cry out as Paul did, Kew. 7.:2:4.'and 


' God will hear the cry of the oppreſſed Pfu. 
© th . 


F 
" 


o God ſometimes ſuffers others to be 


| diſ-ingenious rowards us, to corre our dif- 
* ingenuity towards him ; fomerrmes by'rhetn 
” of our own bowels, 2 Sam. 12. 11 anid'ras 


. | cher than fail, a dumb beaſtſhall ſpeak and © 


rebuke mans madneſs, 2 Pet. 2. 16. l 


10 All our? grace is from God; whevik 


| the God of all gracc,of all kinds and a/l deprits 
* of grace, the Author, the Preſerver and Fi 
© 


* niſher of it, 1 Pet. 5. 10. | 


21 The vanity and unſatifaftorineſs 4 
of the things of this world ;,appeats mt _ <7 


this,thart a fancy, an humour,an ungrounu> 
ed fear, will rob us of all the comfagrot ir; 
and what are a'l theſe things, wit bout 1þb cantfors 
of thew > and how many 4" 


34 " Things worth thinking on - 


of much good, tor tcar of lofing it, which 8 #4 
(Nabal-like) ro dic for fcar of dying, '1 Sani#'= 

" 5. 37. Thus many kill themſelves while 
they are alive, tor worldly forrow is goof® 
for nothing but ro work death; 2 Cer,7,10/Q1 
Iz: Itisas great a mercy to want that Mz 


paticntly,, which God denics , as to *: 


that cheerfully which God gives, Feb. 2381 
10. 
13 When we belieye, we receive Chri 
mito. our {elves, John 1. 12. for he awelleth i 
our hearts by faith, Ephef. 3. IF, and whe 
we love, we give up our ſelves to Chriltj8Y 
Z 2 Cor. 3, 5. Faith then worketh by love, or9© 
& (C(astheGreckhath it ) is effectually wroughth 
y by love; the receiving of Chriſt into our? 
ſelves by faith, is warrantis'd by love, 3. «20! 
our giving up our ſclves ro Chrilt. 
*14 Gods meaſure is ever beſt, ſo much 
health and no-morc, ſo much wealth and®? 
no-moreis beſt for thee, as God ſees good ; for! 
though we beg for daily bread, 'tis fic that? 
God ſhould be our Carver, Prov. 30.8. | 
ds Itsa great evidence of pride and pa(- 
fion, when the want of one thing robs us 
of all the comfort w2 ſhould take in the reſt 
Gen, 30, 1. beſide inordinate affetion will 
chuſe for ic ſelf,chough on hard conditions 
and is gfen- puniſhe with having it's will; 
4 
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h is Rachel 24s, whono ſooner had her with, 
"+m#1z., Children, bur two, and ſhe died. 

his 16 God orders all our attliftions, for the 
zouality of them,whar they ſhall be ; for the 
16; Quanrity, how much and how great they 
hat thall be ; and for the duration, how long 
aſethey ſhall be, Ger, 15, 13. A ſtranger, at- 
- 2 Micted, 4oo years ; there's all three, 

17 There is not more contfort from 
rifCods giving us any thing we want, than 
, #a@herc is ſafcry in waiting on God for the ſup- 
\enply of our wants, Lam. 3. 25, 26. and ſure- 


3 18 A mercy granted may not be in love, 
Zlough ic be the return of a Prayer,for, God 
ath granted ſome their deſtte in wrath, 
*P/al. 78. 29, 30, 31. compared with Pſa. 
109.15, 
Y 19 If we have never ſo many and good 
(-&mcans to bring about an cnd,-ir's God muſt 
bleſs them ; rf but a few means God can mu; 
tiply chem ; if they be contrary can uſe 
thera ; if there be none, Cod cancreate rhems 
or work without them. When Jehoſapket, 
FJ knew not what to do) his eycs were toC 
| who 


—_—_ 


um _— | _ AR— 
36 Thingeworth thinking on : 

who isnever'at a loſs, but alwayes know 
what to do, and is never out of his way: #* w 


20 There never was man but died gr wat 2! 
changed ( as Encch and El jab ) and nevet p fc 
ſhall be man, bur muſt dic or be changed: - 
ir hath been the end of moſt mens ſtorics,y 7 
ard he died ; and twill be of all mens to die oth « 
ro bechanged, ww £ IS. SI. Let us there-% Y 
tore prepare tor death, and wait all the days! 
of our appointed tim-, till our change tall F 
( forit mu#t) come, Job. 14. 14. ke : 


21 God hath furcher deſigns than men 
caft reach; we (ce not all ar once : the beſt? ,, 
enjoyments do often iſſue trom the greateſt 
dilappointments ; {o that we have cauſe to bleſe'+ 1 

: God for croſſing 4, Gen. 59. 20. d 
*22. *Tis a great fign, that the rod isin® k 
love;when thou doſt nor only bear but hear? y 
the rod, fo as to learn the leſſon of growing ® t 
the bercer! for being beaten, Pſal. 94. 12. v 
*T was a pretty one, of a little child, when 7 
correFted, Kiſs me Mother, and whip me again,” 
Oh when a rod begers love, tis an argument 
chat *ris ſto love. 


*-23' Weſhould fear none but God, and be 
afraid of nothing bur ſin, and bleflcd is he 
thac {0 tearcch alwaycs, Prov. :8. 14. 
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7 24 Therc are many Cordials that God 
-#® will not give to his childrengtill they be faint 
255 or {ick; ſtrong conſolations are reſerved 
bil. for great tribulations, 2 Cor. 1.4,5» 
1, 25 If we will take a true mcaſure and 
nf | make a right eſtimate of good or evil, it 
os Muſt be as 1t relates ro the ſoul, Matth. 10, 
y $8, 2Cor, 4.16, &c. 
Z .26 Manis Gods Creature, fin is mans, 
* and miſcry is fins : Man was Gods Image, 
® {in is mans image, and miſcry is fins image; 
; tis only by Chriſt Jcſus that we are freed 
1% from miſcry,ſfin and our ſelves,and brevght 
lt > ro Ged and his Image, 1 Per, 3.18. 
it? 27 Weliveby many Deaths ; our Na- 
/*! oral, Spiritual, and Eternal Life is by 
_ © death - Mary Creaturcs are put to death to 
a kecp us alive ; yea, Chriſt Jefus dicd that 
ry we might live ; ard we our felves muſt dic 
g” that we may live. Oh how goed 15 God ro ws 
> Who hath made not only the Creatures + 
nZ ours, but Chriſt ours, and in and by bim 
,.'* death curs! Who makes cyery thing ( the 
Ws worſt as well as the beſt) to work together 

| for good ro them that love him, Rem. 8.28. 
e& 2nd though we are Jeſs than the Ieft of mgx- 
ec cies, yet thinks not the beſt (cven Grace ard 
Gler3) roo good for us, Pfal. 84. 11, © 

Some men who ſeem free endugh to 

cons 


Things worth thinking on : 
teſs their fin, are yer very impaticnt Wc 
e reproof of it; the reaſon ſeems to. | 
oF; Confeſſion is but like an arrow ii. 
from them, and the danger is going off, bilic - 
Reproof us like an arrow ſhot to them, and t 5 
danger is {till approaching : beſide, Conſe 
ſion is their own at , bur Repraof is ant 
"ther mans, and af our own all; on or 
ſelves are mare gentle and favourable, than otha8lo 
att; upon us; 45 a raan that pincheth or ſtrikWir 
himſelf, feels-ir Jeſs (or ar leſt regrets it lelsif 
than if anvther did it. I need not add, tha 
men reckon reproofs tobe nothing but, air 
todiffer very little from reproaches, Prov 
9:78. and 12, 1. and 15.10. " 
29 Itis the great work of a Chriſtians 3 
while he lives in the body, to be crucifyinhe! 
_the body of death, R1m.7. 24. 1 Cor, g, 29 
Rw,6. throughout. TY 
30 They wo uſe to think well ofrenzca 
not but do well ſometimes ; and they rthatiwva 
think of cvil,are like ro.do cvil: for van imadÞ it 
| grnations produce vain converſations, Mat.12, 36.8 K 
1237 It ſhould be (and «the deſire of ev 3 
gracious p*rſon to attend upon God, withh: 
"Withour diſtraftion, 1 Cor. 7. 35, and wil-3 
walk with God ( as Ezcb ) without inrerrv 
ruprtion, Col. 1.9, 10. | 
©: $2 Its very great rea{9n, that he who io 
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50ds, ſhould ceaſe to be his own,and to att 
ſelf, 1 Cor. 6. 19, 20. 
þ 33 Arsas much (if =o: wore) the deſire 
uit 2 gracious perſon, to hear what he is ro 
ao, as what he is toenjoy ; Commands to 
a obey'd, as Priviledges and Promiſes to 
ie obrain'd ; that hemay be Gods to ſerve_God, 
Mp that God may br bis to ſave him; that he may 
lorifie God on Earth,as be glorihed by and 
ith God i in Heaven, Atts g, 6. Phil, 1, 20, 
'Co 
34 "Tis our. Heayen here to have God 
ith us, and Chriſt with us £ bur twill be 
Heaven .hereafter” to be with God and 
hriſt, Phul, 1. 23 
35 Sinceriry i iS good ſccurity againſt o- 
oMers reproaches, 2 (.1. 12. and againſt 
ur own infirmities, Rom. 7. 25. 
36 Ancvil mind whes it hath power 
d opportuuiry )doth not only follow the 
Bray of deſires already wirhin, but frames 
d it's ſelf new defires nor thought of befare, 
Kg: 8, 12, 13. 
37 :They who love God, conſider more 
hat ts than why 'tis commanded, 1 Joby 
- 3» andthers jsno ſervice like his, who 


es. becauſe he loves. 
38 x Suffering for Torr hm ate ſo So 
am | 


ſeparating his love the Suffc- 


z 


; 
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rers, ortheirs from him, that rhey the mat 


indear cach others affeftions, Km. $. zz 


9. 

39 5 epi isa great ſuccour and ſupport; 
petplexed Ss Pſel. 42. 5. Lam, 3. 1 
Rom. 8. 23, 2 

40 They who have defaced the-Image; 


Ineſs and yertue in themſelves, do n 
toſccitin others; tis an ee-ſore ro then 


'T Foh» 3.12. 

41 We ſhould not ſo much conſider at 
love the things thatdo, as the things-tl 
ought to pleaſe us, Marth, 19.8. 

” 42 Traloufir berween relations and frient 
is the Phrenſic of wiſe-folkes; the well-wil 
bog 1 Tpite-: ; an unkind carefulneſs; the w 
that which we moſt ſuſpeX and. 2 

_ - unwilling co loſe; the Self-Puniſhment 
_ othiers faults ; che Couſin of enyy ; v 
Daufhiter of Love; andthe Mother of Fq . 
if tor of Hatred, Prov. 6. 34. 

*-23 Trdoth hugely oblige ns to, and! ſhodl 


28 much iadear our obedience to JefusC 0 | 


that he hath giyen lifero us, who deſe 
=, yea and died for US, that we my 
tive; Z I'br , TS. 124, o 
blo Take Any farecring andidle be 
| drrimeintellingofak 
be ah z but yanity, 2 


3. 1 


"ay a  HRw =» xz: 
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punny, | 
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"Or Har To ieay "oi. I 
3, 1, LTaw. =" I 34 IP, 44 155, Tio f 
45 11s much more lg 0h 

fd errue, than to adore 0 e. 
 Pomps and Vauitics of this ' wicked To 
Heb, 2,1, a5: :for we ot y C 
to forſake them, as non, 200i s. 
works; 38d all the finfulluſts of the fle 

46 Whareyer we part with and {urreny 
der up; in obedience to the will of Gods we 
4rE ce £@ Receive it again with uſury,#44- 
I'9, 29.: 
He-who repenes- for not doing the 
Will of -God; dach x dache Will of God, 
Math, 21, 31T; 

43 'Tis-more > Aorntnrent deny-our 
ſel Ives, to mortifie our fins, to ſubmir our 
our Willzothe Willdf God; ad « yreater 

Argument of or lyoe to bius *\ than "tis $0 give 

our body to beburned, x Co. 1.3:3+: 57. 


. 49 Our Will.inany ——_— Ito f 


f & thowh Sy as en! ons yr 
" 3s bur our Will in 6nd007/ 00 


Ka Verws though itbe nor 
Godacteprs che Will far the Dec, Fi, 
26, 41;.7 Cars B. I'2, Heb; an"$4' ; 

50 Many age; oO 


En. 


be 
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or haye- not performed the - Condition tg 
which the Promiſes were made; Gev, 4. 6,7. 
Aa. 20.15, © | 

'"5'+ If weare but natutally or prudential- 
ly patient and hiimble, and not ſo in obedt- 
ence tothe Will of- God, we may be ſaid ra | 
be verruous,butcannot beſaid to b2 gracious, 
1 Pet;2,18,——21,1Pet. 4, 19, 

- 42 To gratifie Nature is a duty, but to 
fatshehumour, or to grarifie luſt, isa fin : 
We may pray for daily bread, and beg food 
conyenient for us; bur toask meat for I 
ro'cater and profett for the flefhto fulfil the 
JuſtS thereof, is to {in againſt, ro tempr, and 
provoke God, Pſal. 98. 18. Rem, 13. 13, 
Ji - 2:2: ( ; | 
"*$3-The World ſhall never overcome 
tfetmm;forwhotn Chriſt hath overcome the 
World ; but they ſhall have peace,ever they, 
Whemthey Havetribulation, Job» 16. 3 3. 

2054 Many mensſenfes ingrofs rhe men, as 
if th&& Had no foutsro mind. or had ſouls 
emlytb mind'their bodics: Their bodics att 
daintity: fed;Zand richly clad'z They have 
Gemtimens bodies; and (roo often) ſlaves 
minds:and afſuth men(oneſaith)al u4 good 


but the wary, Lalbe 1.6.71 9, &rents 07s. 

:7 gF-Fercorsrhftare caufed 'and cxalted 
byXxguily confcienct, arethergoſt incoll 
Aa | T-JMN 
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———— ————_— -————  - 


rable and incurable of any other, Prove 18. 


I 4. iy NOS 

$6 Body and Soul arc ſo united and do 
ſo ſympathize, that they arc refreſhed ot 
paiaed rogecher : the body aever {crads the 
| ſtomach to tell us we have. caten too-mucty 

bur che ſoul feels it too ; for when the, ftq+ 
RK mach riſeth againſt the mear, the- conſe? 
'E cnce riſerh. againſt incemperance ;:and- as 
J the one feels rhe meat, the other doth the fi 
; of ſurfetting. Let the Palate and Belly pleaſers 
read Lukt 31.36. | 

57 'Tisa:goodly thing to learn the The- 
7, of them:chat underſtand che Prattiſe: of 
'E Religion well, Phil, 3. 17,0 20, 

. 50 Whar'sthy end in- keeping ſo much 
a-do ? is't to get wealth? yes - bur why? far 
contentment.; well, if. cheir be more. with- 
out it, thou goeſt the: fartheſt way about 7 y 
fince a man may 4s ſoon arrive to contentment, as 
(yea, and ſooner than) to.that which he ſeeks 
bun 4s a meanstoit, Lake 12 15. Heb. 1345, 

....59: Why do ſo few men confeſs rheir fun? 
'Tisbecauſe they are in them : *ris for him 
that's awake to declare his dream. Were 
men awake and their eyes open,they, would 
confeſs arid ery our of finas che molt pls 
hideous and dreadful thing, and more fright- 
ful than the Devil himſelf, Afts 2-37, Rom7.9. © 
with 24, D 3 | 60 CIS 4 
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= * WP 
60*Tis  Treafon againſt the! Law ofSiy 
Lave, and of God, for any to marry, unlelsW$, 
they Wed ; thatis,' unleſs they: love, and 
be rxue ro their Love,Prov. 5 . ly, Heb. 13.44 
. 6r $otne have buen admirable in: the 
Wothld, is whom their acquaiarances have 
Hot dblerved any iremarkables..: Few' mer 
:- havebeen admired vf cheic familiars, for 
"EM dt -& ſee ther _—_—— bat) theſe {ee thei 
gx" apertetions. Every one may reptcfeuran 
honeſt man upon Stage, but m: Houſe 
and in Boſome, to keep rule and decoram, 
that 5 brave indeed, being (if at traſt it be) 
without art, 2/Cor. 1. 12, Pſal, 167. 2, &c; 

62 Innoceticy towards God and Tndepcn 
dency on man, ate rare things; they mc 
contribute to our quict and content -: Guil 
God: ward, and' beholdennefs- to: men, da 
often lie heavy ; for. Obligations. are ſeve 

» Tthizps,and leave nor fo much vs amans will 
at liberty, for tharRands bound by a cirlt 
vSf8ratirude Y Nithing (as the Iralian Prov 
vb) coſts a man mort dtar tha: gifts': forvwht 
Folkd a mar) gives bur his money, but. fot 
gifts and obligations a- man gives himfels 
'and ſome meriigiveaway other mers rights 
and their own eonſcience, for a gift receiv'd 
ZE*0, 13.8. Dixt. 16; x9. Proviry; 23. Ph 


$4111 2427, r$.Yer | 
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63 A mandoth moſt freely enjoy what's 
ol&iven, when it's deſerved, or can be requit- 
158, and thata man is .not under.need, bur 
1dShath in his will or power co live withqur: it: 
4+Bor 'tis hard to think any Liberality ſo free. 

Mr Hoſpicality (o pure and hearty, as would: 
'eMocbeattended with- grudging, not to; ſay: 
0Fcproacin, it the perſon were neceſhrans. 


Treat deal of that which gocs under the 
2EName of generolity and bounty, may be 
iSwichour loye or charity, Phil, 4, i, 17. 
0M: Cor. 11.7, t9 10, 4ud 3 Cor, 33.10 18, 1:Cor, 
813. 3. Prov. 23.9. , 7. 

"8 64 Some'perſons («5 fearful one ante= 


date their miſery,and take itup afore-hand;. 
Band by thinking make them(ſclves miſerable 

defore they are : they arg as (ad for far of 
Wuffcring, asif they ſuffered ; and for tear 
oliche fucure, loſe the preſent;as if men fh 

kill chemſelves for tear of dying, and wake 
ll themſcluer miſerable, becauſe they may be fo, They * 
| Sri more than they need, who grieve be- ** 

| they need, John:16. 6, 1 Pet. 3, 144 3 


Phil, 1.2771, 28. F | 
= 65 In Hoſpitals, 4s «» excellent perſon ob- 
ſorwes, we may ſcethe vatious ſhapes of hu- 


| iſery, and how-many ſoulsare nar- 
has og dg d in Syecdechical bodies. who 


freechoir carthey Careſs moulder away'to 
$% 2 . 4 , ; I 
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duſt; limb after limby-who furvive and le 
butitd ſee themſelves: dead and buried by 
peece-meals. / apply it thus, Ah how ſhould 
they whoare whole and well, bleſs God 
that they are not as other men are 1 We ht 
think. bow much we owe G od for what we. are not; 
that weare not ſick, not lame, not deaf,c#s. 
2Cor.'g. 8, 9. The Apoltle rejoyceth in fout 
Nots, So 2 Cor. 6. 8, 9, 16. T will much hely 
usto thank God for what we haye, if we 
conſider whac others want; and to bleſs him 
for what we arc rior, if we conftder what we 
were, Rom.6.17., 1Cor.6.11.1 Tim, 1.12,15 
-66 Many times that which ſhould be rhe 
cauſe of.compafition, becomes an argument 
for cruelty,and more miſery is laid on them 
who are already miſcrable ; as if it were 
juſt to add affliction to the afited and not 
co pity, which « the leaſt comfort to men in mt- 
ſery, Pſal. 69.25. and 71. 11: Zech. 1, 15, 

67 A man ſhould meaſure his greatneſs 
 byhis goodneſs, and ſhould nor love greats 

neſs,but-that therein he may ſhew his goods 
\ neſs in the greater glory , 2 Sam. 7." 
bs TC hron,29. 1 ,---16,; Pſal,'16. 2,3. S 
>>, -:68. None ſhouldceaſe ro be good -meny 
=  thatchey may appear to. be-good- friends 
by 2 Siw,13. 3, L V0 
- * "69'Wearcmoſt like God, whea we art 


man, 
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as willing to forgive,as powertul ro p 


and admirable is his vertue and kd gp. F 
having cauſe and power to hurt, yer will 
not, 2 Sew, 16. 9,12. | 

70- Some Philoſophers have written in 
the praiſe, of Sclf-murther, as if,in ſome 
caſes it were a noble att 'of courage : .bur 


ſurely had they underſtood Diviniry they 


would-not have pleaded for that, which is © 


2 breach of Gods command, yea, atid con- 
trary to the fundamental Law of Natute, 
Self+preſervation. Eyery man is truſted with 
t-ſafery, and he that juſtly purſues it: nor, 
is his own Traytor,much more he,who mn- 
jaltly deſtroys it. 7 here was never any creature 
that willingly kill d it ſelf, beſide man ; and they 
that do b aime ( though amiſs) ar ſome 
kind of ſafery, from want,or pain,or ſhame, 
or ſome other mil-feared danger ; as Achi- 
rophel and T-:das did So that killing ones ſelf 
is bur a falſe colour of courage, procceding 
rather from fear and cowardiſe; for were 
irnot reſpefting of harm, a man would -not 
regard what might be done ro him ; and 
Hope being of all other, the moſt contrary 
thing to fear, and ſelf-killing being an utter 
banifhment of hope, it muſt needs receiyens 
from fear and deſpair. He who ſaid 
ſhalc not kill, meant thy (clf in Te 
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lace, tor ſe!f-luve 3s the meaſure of love to 
-bthers, Matth, 22. 39, On the whole there+ 
tore theſe, and ſuch other s,mult be falſe and* 
tooliſh ſayings, viz., 'Tis berter to die {wz, 
thus) chan live a beggar * berrer ro ditzthan 
co-live.1n dilgrace, &c, Oh no ! *Tis better to 
to ſuffer than to ſin ;- and that any ſhould take 
away-thy lite, than thy ſelf. * Tis a 'fooliſh 
thing ang cowardly'to put ones (elt ro death 
ro - being pur ta deaths. 
71 Vice it {clt 1s many times fain to take 
; ſanQuary of Vertue;; and'perſonsthathave th 
b- offended, to ſeck © their help from them © 4 
| whom they have offended ; as Sbme: did, 
2 Sam.19. 18,---22. we ſhould carry itver- 
tuoiſly and friendly toall, tor who knows | 
to whom he may be beholden ; but they ec 
who will not be good for Gods ſake, will 
hardly be good, though they may do good, I 
S on other conſiderations. 
A 2 The great God is {o good,that henor' ® 
&:-- y condelcends and humblerh himſelf to/ 
behold the chings that are in Heaven and* 
> jn Earth; Pſa. 113.6. but which is che wow! 
F uerof wonders, he doth beſccech and even: beg 
 mentob?2 reconciled, to receive his-grace 
and favour, 2 Cor, 5. 0, and ſurely, they: 
will dowery litrle for God, whowillnort be 
entreatetl by him to be happy themſelves.” 
:\ | 73 Hows. 
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73 However men may be cxalted, they 
ſhould conſider that the beginning and end 
of their bodies is but carth and duſt, Ger, 3. 
19.and how rich {oever they bezthey ſhould 
ye entcftain their thoughts with this, thar 
as they brought nothing in, ſo they mult 
carty nothing out of this World: 3 Tim. 
6. 7. 

74 If ever men may remember and met 
tion their own noble deeds, 'ris then when 
their juſt defence and others uvjalt dealings 
doth require it, 2 Cor. 12.11. 

75-*Tis not good to vie ſlanders with 
men of tongue ; that'wcre only to he at ſtrife, 
whoſhould be moſt fooliſh and moſt wick 
ed, 1 Pet. 3. 9g, Prov. 26. 4. | 

76 Though we may puniſh, we ſhould 
never wrong an Offender : When we puniſh 
the Malefaftor, we ſhould ſpare the Man; and 
make it appear that our anger is hot againſt 
che Man that fins, but againſt the'Sin, Pſa!. 
99.4 8: Dent. 25. 3, &c. A juſt puniſhment 
may be, in the manner of doing,” upjuſtly 


— —=- 
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77. Vengeance is a thing we ſhoild leave aj 
ro God, and content our (clyes onely with a 


V 


dag :Thonghwe may right nur ſelves we 1 
n=. ty wrong others,” An in taking Venge® 7 
ance; we wrong God, our . Neighboiir, and 

57; our 
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our Selves, Km, Il2, 19, 20, 2I, h 
78 He is a vcry groſs Chriſtian, thalf 5: 
thinks it his'duty to be aClown or Uncivil. | 
The Apoſtle Paul ſeldome ufed handſome - 
language,or carried himſclt more gentilelyM © 
or gave more terms of re{pe&t, than when, 
he appeared before men ot Place and Pow c 
er, Phil, 4. 8. 
. 79 Weſhould not encourage Flartegic 
nor Calumanies and Backbiting, by our bd r 
licf or hearing 'of chem. It tome did ;nal*. 
cake pleaſure ro hear and -belecye, others 
would not beſo much pleas'd ro make 
carry falſe reports, Lev. 19. 16. 1 Tim, 
I 3. Prov. 26, 20. | 
80 Though our own inclinatioas would 
lead us to the moſt plcafing civilitics, : ya 
our Neighbours need muſt oyer-rule, out 
judgment, to put on ſcycrity for his profit, 
Jude 22, 23. | _- 
$1 Hethar will not uſe the rod on his 
Child; is like to have his Child uſed as rod 
on him, 1 Saws. 3.13. 1 Kings 1.5, 6, _* 
$2 There's nothing makes death eyil 
bur theevil-of our life : If ſin be taken away, 
death hath xo ſting; but inſtead of beiug dreads 
ful, it becomes defirable-: They rol 
that would not be afraid of deathy thouldic. 
cloſe with Chriſt, who makes it:worch- outÞþ. 
| W 


gre 


Or, Helps to Piety. ſp $I 
hilero live or die, Heb. 2. 14, 15. 1 Cor. 
5. 56, 58. Phil, 3.20, 21. Kevel, 14.13, 
$3 He thatdiſlemblerh with God is not 


s 0 be truſted by mans John 2. 23, 24. 2 


T bel, 3. 2. 
$4 There's ſcarce any thing more rare 
han true grief ; there are tears fained, tears 
Wf cuſtom, and tears of decorum and faſhion : 
: y weep gracefully without grace, Tis only 
podly ſorrow that's worth commending z 


(or,7. 11, 
"= $5 Youth excitcs delight, beauty deſire, 
Wreat wit admiration, yertue clteem and re- 
[pe&t, eminent goodneſs friendſhip; and 
they ſay ) ro produce a Love there muſt 


1-2, leaſingneſs alſo. Thus all rhings are 


{ul 
= 


parcel d out, and none bath altogether, "T's none 
t Jeſus Chriſt that is altogether lovely ; 


A and therefore ſeermg all deſires are in bins, he 


ſhould be the deſire of all : and no ſoul can have 


-Mconteat and (atisfaRion that is not married 


16 


o him, and they that are, want none, Cart, 
$5- I0,---16, 


, B 86 Thebeſt policy is to prefer doing our 


» duty before all-enjoyments, and the peace 


of ſerving God (whoſe ſervice u per» 


{ot ones conſcience before any peace clle,and 
the lherry 


"ions. Ar 4;1 9, 20. 


' 


If 
# freedem) before the liberry of our- per- 
" $7 To 


5 2 Things worth tbinking 087 

$7 To. go againſt treaſon and conſcien 
forany other realongs highly to {1n.agair 
God, whois Gad of realon and :Judgei 
conſcence, Ger. 3g. James 4.12, _.; -.: 

83 Loveis the root and ſpring of all« 
ther aftetions and paſſions ; a man' hate; 
becaule he fecth ſomewhat inthar he hang 
contrary to what he loves ; and is therefor 
angry hecauſc in that wherewith he 4s at 
ory, there isfomcthing which impederh « 
hurceth what he loves. | | 
- $9 '{w.4«difficwt thing to nudge ones. ſelf 
right - It's beit with Come when they; thy 
ic worſt, Kevel, 2. 9. and worſt with ſoar 
when they think ic belt,. Revel. 3.17; 

g9 God is the Father of mergics, 2£07.3 
3.. Metcy is his Child, and comes as-frce 
tronrhim, as a Child from'a Father ;' at 
cacreforehe {ent his own Son:(whoſe Fa hy 
he 18,: 204 in; whonrhe is a Father of Me 
cics) torbe his dove-T oben to the World, 7d 
3.46. Kow: 3. Dot John 4. " -IÞ C02; Al 

. 91 We cannorlive without. breaching 

ethernathrally,or ſpiritually ;. and thisa: 
cefliay-of breathing :(rhat-we nay live} oc 
ſometimes: force aur duch fighs and :grodl 
@s. arc: unttterable, Rowe, 8; 22-0265. | 5 
-: 92:40 was ſadwith the Primitive*Tin 
when they were undone. for 'well-doin 


% 
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= maſt ſuffer evil, becauſe chey would 
not do evil :; but though *cwere ſad, yer 
*rwas their glo and for which they nor 
only glorified 31 Pet, 4. 13,*--16. but 
Fane which (as the Apoſtle {peaks) God gave 
themthanks, 1 Per. 2. 19, 20. 

93 A wicked man (id agys 62vnv gaze 
Ix") is not a friend ro himſelf ; he flies and 
labours to run away from biraſelt like Adam 
as well as from God ; and is neyer in ſo bad 
company, as when he is(and therefore can ſel- 
dome endure to be) alone, becauſe he is then 
with his own guilty conſcience : and this 
makes men ſtudy fo many Paſtimes and 
Arts of diverfion, or to fall a building, as 
Candid. Theyendeavovr ro hide their faults 
nat only from others, but to conceal them 
from themſelves : they eſteem their crimes 
not ſufficiently hidden, if themſelves fee 

» they with-draw them from their: 
own conſcience, by bribing, blinding, - and 
_andſearing it as much as they can. 

54 Somemen hate their own vices in o- 
thers, as if they had not the trade of fin e- 
we to themaſelys, - -i they had a' Mo- 


ght ghtiogrof: $1t; 


fier we go about any thing' from 
: i of paſſion, we ſhould ( if ar leaft 
: aches a PE wecan) conlider,wherher 


54. Things worth thinking on : 


we our ſelves may  notafterward be the firſt 
men, who will wiſh itundone. 

96 He (in ſome meaſure) loves an evil, 
who 1s -overcome by it, 2 Pet. 2. 19. for 
conqueſt of rhis nature is on the Will, which C 
never chuſeth an objeR, till it love it. Thee ? 
only we 041 have a perfett Con gueſt over fins where 
the-e.will be a perfett hatred of it, Here (in theft \ 
beſt) there is but an incompleat reſtauration 
of the image of God : The body of Nature 
and body of Sin are born and muſt dic toge- T 
thcr, 

. 97 There 1s ſcarce a more hateful qualis 
ty in the eyes of God or Man, than that 
of rhe: Heradians, who lic in wait to catch 
and toaccuſe an innocent man, Ark 124 


T3 7 bt 
8 3 Ig þ men cat and drink fo long, chat 
os ood for nothing, bur cirher ro. li 
loWn-an ſleep, or to riſe up and play, to 
- Hye to, day and dic to morrow, EF 
made"rher belly che grave of their ſo 
* and dungs on. of reaſon; Row. 13. 12, --* 
Sia} y-.Y 
g99-Many a man ackil/as more to al 
blow, than his owndefires ; they areſo = 
* thar'no - enemy could wiſh chem. | 
thanro be themſelves(as Coyerous ' 
alway& deſiring aud" Laban & 


i” 
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that, which they reſolve never to uſe, and 
which will beto their. hurt and rutac, Ecel, 4. 
$, and 5. 13. and'6. 2; © 

100 'Tisa marvc]lous ſtupidity and il- 
logical; thar the more continual experience 
men have of the Vanity of the World, the 
more greedy experimentsthey make to find 
(if they could find out) {olidity 11 1. 


fo 

. Alas i fond Child _ 

d Þ What hath thee {o J's 
"E Toſcck for Hony in a. neſt of Walps 7 - .. oi 
| T hou maiſt 4s well | 
þ find eaſe in Hell, 


, And ſprightly NeQar from the maojth of 


| ol PS- 
*EShall the World always make fobls of us7” 
<1: rather, we of our ſelves > Shall we nes; 
ver take warning by othergnor pur own» 
| Bed & NC 
\Yacms? Ler che time paſt luffice, Fe; 1 P#, 
; 4.35 | | ; ; 
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Third Century. 


Hat good man hai 'not 
7. rather want the thing he 
WV _ moſtdeſires, than obtain 
ic by unlayful and- irreligious means ? 
mens paſſieni.and Gods direltions ſeldyme' apret! 


”_- ſuch as roo much attend their own cnds,ſel 


dome confine themſelyes to. Gods means[l 


$2 Roan gi $6 + Fim, 6:9, 10, 


44. They confeſs their own weaknels as te 
Fra anÞjuſtice,whorchuſe racher ro cc 


6 cid ail conquct by force, than'by Argus 


» Abs 4. 145 otpe 4. 
23 Tis fin agamftHoſpirality, to opti 
- Your doors.and ſhut up your Countenance} 
be {weet, gracious, and free, let your looks 
- e the Chryſtal ro your Dilſpoſtitic 
Though a churl may bid all #elcowe, yer he 


+ thinks none ſo : though he may ſay,Eat 


drixk, yer his heart is not with thee, and his 

- *courtelie (eldome comes, but for gain' of 

falſh 5s Solomon tells USy F'rov. 23« 3, 6 

78. Ard on the other hand how gen6 
| roul 


+ 2 
- 
= 
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Fouſly fever you entertain, nevet a 
Kim co ſurict, whom you invited to fealt 3 


zor robe drunk and nr his own by ang- 

hers healch, Hef. 1.7, 8 | 
4. 'Tis berrec ro be above, than but cyth 
th-an enemy : He cliart reyengerh is buf 
In with him («- che phraſe &) bur he that 


Wattoneth is above him ; for ſo much, a 3 


Ban is better tha: another, [7 much br # abut 


m, Matth. 5. 4448, And oti the ether 
and; let no man offend on the preſumpti» . - 
n of a pardon ; for he ſeems to be in 1ove 7 
bith a faulc ( like Shim) who had rathet 
e forgiven, than be innocent. kx boliet Bot 

needs than ro have a patdoh. *. - 


6: @£ £4 


s All humane Reaſon 3s foi! «0h 


ich wit and fancy, that many tinits4 
an hardly tell which is he Reatet 


omany ſhapes, colout's and. = oo 


know noc which to take hold 'of;; "experts 


a> 


lence and eychts have as many « What:** 


all we N then 2 To the Top 47 to The x 
my, 4. 8, 40. Search the Sari 2 
Flt J. 14,--17. Eph: 4. 14. FT Ions 

"Qs umpetrinent, Yea Mecr Yanit ty. and 

fo ,t) makea profeſſion of love 9 

NA0E ct Ce os £0. our 


but, 1, Jobs 3. 17, atid 4-20. So. cis \ vain + - 
 prcte QG love fo og s ſouls, wah we - T £ 
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$3” Things worth thinking on: © 
ſhew no love to their bodics Surcly nom 
will chank another for killing him), thou 
he ſhould tell him *wwere in Kindneſs : "1M » 
wotrſethan he, that as a mad man caſt 
Firc-brands, Arrows and Death, and fait 
Am not I in ſport ? Prov. 26. 18, 19, | 
man cares for ſuch biting Jeſts and hurt 
Sports, much lc{s for injurious Courtcl 
and killing Kindnefles. Perſons may cat 
plement, and ſay they will do this and thifff wi 
(4:d 1 krow not what ) for your ſeryice al fi: 
welfare;but who can look for ſervice, whalff di 
he finds unfaithfulneſs and violence, 1 Safi al 
18.25. N 
©-*7" That theevil of ſin is the greateſt cull m 
appears by this, as well as many other. af ro 
pliments, that (though other evils may I lil 
complain'd of and 'Tamented, 'yer ) the 
none'to be repented of, but this of fin. 

" $ A man cannot do himſclf a grea 
kindneſs, nor- berter ſervice, than to ſe 
Cod with hisbeſt, his all,and to his utme 
For a$ wicked men by theevil of ſin, by 
anvil reward, or reward of evil, viz. tt 


wages of ſui, uporr their own Souls, 4ſe. 
1 1. 50 they who ſerye Cod will find t 
in kceping his commands there's great 
ward;. Pſal. 19. no lefs than cternal. Lite 
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mill /ay tÞ the Righteons, it ſhall be well with them, for 
ll :hey ſhall, yea they ſhall eat the fruit of their do<- 
18-2075, Iſa. 3. 10. > fp 

= 9. The good man's beſt, and the bad 
if mans worſt, lyes jn ſhall be's, [ſa. 3. 10, 11. in 
J ccycrſion. Here Dwes had nothing but his 
900d things, but hereafter he had no good 
thing. Here Lazarws had his evil things, bur 
afterward no cyil thing. Ihe good man 
& when he dies takes his leave of, and departs 
© from all cvil ; and the evil man” when he 

Jl dicstakes his leave of, and departs from 
off all his goods, which was all the good be had, 
Now.he is comforted, but thou arr tor- 
m-nted, Lake 16. 25. Oh ;tis a fad thing 
to haye ones portion of good only in this 
lite, Pſal. 17. 14. y | 

10. The things of this World, *:z. the 
lufts of the Eye, the lufts of the Fleſh, and 
the Pride ot Life ( which ſome cath The 
Worlds Trinty) the God which Worldlings 
worſhip; have many charms, and .ate be- 
Wy witching: Many have been inchanted by the 
 2odofthis World;to make this world their 
God ; and there's no conquering, no nor 
ping the influence and fotce* of its 
Philters , which work on the ſenſe, but by 
JW Faich and being firong in Faith, Heb, 11, 
25, 8 Jobn5.'4, 5. Rs © 
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_ 11.. Qur grcat deſue and you 
ſhould bero Tad of truth ; Ks wG 
and his Glorv ; tre to our ſou! S and rhe 
happineſs ; !7e to men and all the offices9 
Love we owe tothem ; and we ſhould « 
20 mgy any thing but love, Eplicl. 4, Is, Rog 
' 13+ 8. Falſhood and Hypecrific e is ungodly 
unmanly, and unfriendly ; *cis odjous « 
God and all men that d iſcovcr it, and mul 
nceds be hurtful ro them that att it ;; ta 
Marth. 23.3%. 
| TA "Tis to beour Prayer and Care, ng 
only to receive mercy from God, but to in 
pr Profs it for God, and return the les, 
Pal. 116, 12.. yea, and that ac 
cording.to the benefits which WC ICCCIV( 
Pſal, 116, 12, *2 Chron, 32. 25, and 
Fa. twill-be a-more- bleſſed thingto gin 
n to receive, His 29. 35.. For thanklul | 
e(s, and { groy Ged the praiſe, is the compleatin w 
£14 cromrmg fault our Mercies, without which 
they hs ſc Fug to he cajlcd bleſhings,7(#.4% 
here-arc {ix degrees of ALICY AlN 
Seer (7 Fe le le cloleaud $f : F 
A of a 


hl, 2 + hood man would gladly be. pal 


th. 00 uy. tram. Po BCE 
| £4. AL ajioe 3! FArtgrer, 10 
i. Aſs cltempon;byr LOVING: Q 
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—& Ut hielo to Piery. .. Gi 
cal from the kn, the known evil of his.ways, 7s, bur 
the unknown and undifcerned eg of his 
"uy heart: and is impatient till he be ſo upright, 

S asnot.only, not'to commit wcgreattranſ- 
"F 2reſfion, !but that the thoughes of his bearr, 
the words:of his mourch, and the works of 
his. hands, may be all acceptable to:God, 
4 19.12414. 

4 Oh what a (ad lite do chey live; who 
live 1 pleaſure ! Life do T ſay ? No, nog they 
fl arederd while they hve, i Tim. oF &, It WC 
J wiltfay they = we muſt ſay, that 'tis bur 
ff like Bedtamt, who (and their pleaſiires ao) 

are run {ſtark mad : For to this purpoſe is 
that of Solowmn Ecclef, 2:2. or Clſc the arc 


© degenerated and IIIADL: caſts 
Jer, 5..8. 


F- 15 Fondneſs is the fickneſs: of love/ob 
4 which children are taught to rebel, \Karys 
1. 5,6. If ic proceed not fo fat» yet they 
are very i} bred ; for (ch p:rſovs («4 ſomes 
bdy (ayes) teach their children $6 bc Gentle» 
TT wam?n, before they teach than tobe wo? 


18 mc; co bridl: their chins more thanthrig 


bu have them 


0 tobgues, or 5 my and paſſions; how:ro be- 
elves in a Dance, beter than 


J n\Company.; how: to wear 'fine donths, b. 


thanhow: todo yertioufly : thus they ars 


' E 4 Put > 'K 0 


4-7 , *. 
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t off g paſt 6 up ): with ſhew:withan 
| fabliance: Bur ler us learn co reach che 
| (ro whom much reverercers due) by word © 


deed, by doQuine and example, it currs fl be 
expett they ſhould prove duritul ro: Golf (» 
and tous, and of any uſe to others: whilgh --- 
they are inthe World, 1 Sam. 3. 13s Ti. 1, 

4» 5. Prov, 22.6. and 23. 13» 14:2 13. 24 2. 


& 19..18; & 22.15, - - 

I6 He that keepeth I{cael doth neither: / 
ber nor ſleep, Pſal. 121.4. And how ſafely : 1 
quictly may they fleep,. for whom God i 
plcas'd to wake and watch ? Pal. 4. 8. & 
3. J. Prov, 3, 24. 

17 Will-worſhip and VVill-ſufferiat 

are both bad ; "as is clear from: Col. 2, 23 
7 Zo. I?. 3. 

18 *'Tis no cure of Paſhon to delay i 
For that which Arhenodors preſcrib'd wil 'ri 
Auguſte, to repeat the Alphaber berweal 8 
paſſion and revenge's but boyiſh and flig 
asdivertingthe mind to a trifle ; which i 


only to £04 227, and not to congaer the diſtemye 2 

*Tis like the cure of Emperitks, which ma : 

2llay, not free a diſeaſe :* cis beſt:copluck: 

up by: che Roors ; and how that $ donry on © 

Gal, 4.5 24, -Y © 
19 Thry diſpurc beſt; and arc moſt kk kc 

£6 Pe who Wc hard arguments all i 


" 


—. Op, "Help fo piety." 63 | 
ſoft words, Prov. 15. 2. and "5 T5, Jobs 
7. 46. 

20 An hypocrite is one tio {cems t9 
be what he 1s not, and would not ſeem 


(»or be ſeen) to be what he is, Marth. 23. 255 
---28, 


21 All men offend in many things, Jan 
3. 2. and many men offend 1n all they do, 
Gen, 6.5. 

22 It ſinners be damned, 'cis juft with 
God to damn them:;- if they be ſaved, US » 
mercy from God, Row, 6. 23. 


23 VVhen the Law of Godis written 1: 
our hearts to teach us, our hearts will be 1n 
the Law of God todo it, Pfal. 40. 8. He. 
8, 10,11. 

24 If ir be thy cuſtome to ſin, know that 
'tis Gods cuſtome to puniſh ſinners, as Row. 
8.28. 2Thefſ. 2. 11, 12, S- 


24 Hethat hath Cod for him, need .not 
fear what any (Man or Dewi) can do wr 
him, Rem, 8, 31. 


26 VVecan call Roa properly our 
own, bur og fins; for all rhings: cle Bai 
owe (and ſhould pay) an acknowle 
Gerda Yea, __ Mee very :mu 

1 —— y leſs than our "ine 
deferycs,, 


U © TO 
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64 Thingeworsh thinking on - 
deſcrves, Ezr49. 13. but (thagh of firs pros 
caring ) are«dchign'd by God, not only tg 
corre-us for. our Cyil , but to! inftcudt us 
tor our good , Heb. 12.10. and /t greatly bee 
Caaes us tobear , and concerns us to hear the Rod, 
Mic. 7.9. and Mic. 6.9. for, Prov. 3.11,12, 
and Pſal. 94, 12. 

27 CopyFience Credit and Frichdſhip, 
are three of che moſt valuable things in the 
World ;. but Conſcicnce aboye any , 2 Cor, 

Jo 12. | 
*". 28 All Divine Writings, 2:z. the Holy 
S:riptures,cortain more matterthan words, 
racy have an infinite (onſearchable depth 
of )ſcuſc and meaning : but many humane 
Writings. have more words than matcer , 
rt Tow. 1.4. Titts 3,9. 2T1m, 3, 15,'16, 
ao Perſons iatelligent and pious, will 
n& be apt to valuc any Diſcourle for witty, 
that cannot pleaſe the Fancy withqut of- 
" fending the Conſcience : nor cycr think it a 
 demonitration of a'mans wit ; that he will 
adventure to be damncd tobe thought one; 
as they do that; abaſe the Scripture, and tirnthe 
Grace of 'God into Laſciviouſgals , and-arc 
wantbn'\ if-not profane, though bur ia Jeſt; 
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. Or ,, Helps 40 Faeky." 65 
30. velf-love will make us. adnure and 
magnifie any one that will admwe-and 
5 magnific 1s, Gal. 4,17, MA 
| 31 The beſt uſe we can make ohothers: 
l kiffolurions, 15t0 prepare ior Qur Own ; #4 
Nj the death of others dath naturally ning #2 of aux: 
mortality ; which calls upon us ro-live avell;; 
» | {<ciog we dic daily, and may dic today. be- 
«| fore to marrow ; and it this night our! 
 & foul ſhould be taken from us withour Re- E 
pentance » we ſhall nat only die, bur perith, - ©? 
y Luke 13, 3+ FX X 4 
J 32 As for ſuch as-aſpire to polthume 
\ | Slory , tis.tco be admixed<o (ee theirambi- 
e | tion--projeting beyond the-Graye , but 
; | rhemlelves ( ic may; be.) ſteppiog ſhart -of 
- | Heaven: Oh what;;Fools arc-they, ( how: 
much ſever applauded for Wits) whoatempr: 
1; | chings they ſhall never fee , and(provide 
, | rorments they ſhaJl ever feels Fake 1 2; 20; - 
| 2! P(4, 49. 11, 12413.  Twillhe: cold {a+ 
\ || tisfaQtion , to have aname reeprdedand cer _- 
| 8 Ichrated in'any Booki(fax Beaury, Wit, Va- © 5 
» 


a 
Qu— 


loue , Riches, &6, ). if. it be hlonodiout of: 
the Book of Life, Exed. 22. 33. Rev. 19; 
8. or Were never Wratten in it.;: Aa." 10, 
F$> 36413 LY] oe 2199 ON 
- 33> cThey: who will not dachamſalves: 
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66 © Things worth thinking on - 


do Religion the wrong to proteſsit y P/al. 
O..16.. X | 

34 Aﬀetted hardneſs is uſually followed 

and frequently puniſhed with inflicted hard- 

neſs. The harder mens hearts are,cthe more 

they finz and the more they 11a, the harder 

their hearts are, Heb. 3. 13. "6. 

35 Religion 15 no Book=craft , nor. Paper-5hill, © 
Man indeed may tcach the Tongues, but 
God only the things : Man may-tcach the 
Grammar and Rhctorick , but'God teach- 
eth the Divinity of revcaled Triths : Man 
may teach the car , but God only teacheth 
the heart, 1 Cor.3.7. Heb. $. 10,11. 

35 We arc to do all we do to glorific 
God, and to doit{orthatGod may: be glo- 
rified , 1 Cor, 10; 31. which isnotby com- 
municating any glory to him , for that we 
caxnor, hut by receivinghis grace into us,that 
it may animateand-aft us, and thereby we 
be like him and pleaſe hitn + ' For * T7 all one 
in Scripture Parafe;rs: phrifie and to pleaſe 
God. Father , Glorifis thy: ſelf, Johii 12.28. 
and » Pather 2 thy will k dre , Math. 26. 


99; = SLERE 
36. Light, fooliſh and/{dte ralk / hathno- 
thingef weight'in it , unleſs irbe”, that 'tis 
a burden ro the hearers; and ſuch min do bift 
at leſt; viz. when they triake an- ed of 
\ "ol talking, 
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Or,” Helps to Pie 
talking, Eph. 4. 29. Prov. 30. 22. and 294 
I1, _— 5. Prov,26. 739. Eccls 
Jo Se Ls L 

37 Time and leifure is not givento any 
man that hc might do nothing, or (which is 
werſe ) that they might do evil, but that 
they :night do good and well , Fſal. go. 12. 

' Epb.5.15,16. As for Sportsand Paſlimes, 
the beſt of chem come ſo near to idleneſs,and 
the worlt of. them to vice, that_as the one 
is not to be allowed any ,' ſo the other no 
conſiderable part of our time, Eccl,g.10. and 
11.9. and 12. 1, : 

38: Many men live as if chey had no 
ſouls to ſave, 'or at leaſt, as if they had no 
mind to ſave their ſouls , Prov. 8,36. which 
ſome read ( ſpernit animam) he deſpiſeth his 
{oul, as if 'twcre. good for nothing but to 
be damned. : and as we rcad ie, -tisto ſhew, 
that ſinners do nothing but wrong and un- 
do themſelyes ; they arc Felones de. ſe, (elt- 
murtherers, Luke 12.20,21, 

39 Some men ( and ſome called Gentle- 
men ) {corn:to pray to God , asmuch as te + 
beg of -men , Fob 21. 13, 14,15. And ſome 
care for only ſo much Religion, as will 
ſave their credit in this World. and nor 
their ſouls in theother World 2 -Vertuc and 
. Godlineſs (theythink) are good names agd | 

OS | _ words, 
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68 Thingsworth Thinking on : 
warts; batthicy will have no acquainrance 

_—, with cherlings, 2 7w9.3.5. 

A 42 Some mea inſtead of laying up their 
trealtire-dirHeaven, lay up aud place hea« be 
ven miheir-treaſure , Luke 1.2,20,21 They - 
make-Vold their God, Job 31. 24; yet (tg; 
wn? Yo content to hear of honour y 

- MigE&E4,, $& long as tisnot with their ſubs; 
Naneez Prov.ig,. 9. | 

4 Without Gods afftftance,, we can do T 
nothirig y fob» 15.5.-2-Cor, 3.5. and with-N** 
out Gods bleſhng ; all we do will-come to 
nothing , 1 Cor, 3.7. | K 

' 14%: We ſhould rather heal than diſcover, Y** 


— 


-  - Yet tachier diſcoycr than flatter. rhe vices S 
22 of chemi with whom weconverle, Gat. 2. 


7. J$9:-.-- 
—. ©: $3+. We ſhould fo ſpeak , as that none 
thay be rhe Worle, bur all the better fot. 
-  Herifgiis;*thatall may be brought ro theY. 
-\  -Tove of gocneſs and hatred of fin, by out FF 
>. diſcourfe, Eph.4.29, Col.4.6. | 
"#4 "Tis-yety ba»gry-wit that can feed on 
> Cuchnaiſ@nrdict , asderidinigly to diſconrle' 
- Of ati rejoyctar z other mens infirthities 
»,, orcalamijits; yea rhiouglt rhey be encmiry, © 
ns Prog. 19. T3149.  Prov.17.5. Pſa.35- Bhs 
" 15. At ds vety dynfih wit, [55 low; 
| and f6tdid/ (like thar of Zibe) whichrcanF. 
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Or , Helps to'P3 


- 3) Of," A... 
not tell how to advance- ir felf , bur by 
tramipliog on: others reputation, © 2 "Sam. 
. $16.3. b 
? 45 When riches increaſe , we ſhould-not 
be affeed wich them ;- nor whe they de 
TE creaſe , ſhould we be attiated for them: 
Trarſpohts aid Torments are equally to be avoided, 
A manfhould never tofe the ferenity and 
calmaelsof his mind; cicher ur enjoyments 
ot ift dif-appointments;- in gains or lofles.' | - 
Howand where to'learn ic, fee Phdl.4. #15 . 
| | * » \ © | 
"| 46 He hath not ſpenc his life ill;-who» _ 7 
bath learned-co dic well: in order to which © 7 
we muſt-above all cadtavour rthar- our fins z 
may die, and we miy {ce them dead before 
ourſelves; Cor, I5.553356;57- X 
47 Het cant never. livecontentedly / that 
ws 10-dic- It's no'great things: to lives: 
ſlaves and beaſts can do that ;* but 'tis 2 4 
| gi itthing tolive anddic well, 2 Tiw.' 4. E 
+ 50 n : | - 
48 Ir's-2a good: and cheaptimetodicins +! 
When, to live is. rather a burthen',. than a* 
Plſing ; ind'there js nforecvilio life, rhan 
Woo t and indeed there ae many things wife, + * 
ſe than death ; beſide oor fins, CUr Fck-— | I $ 
pe? aid forntetme phyfick roo', that, © 
EY Imeavcundego manydcadstoas 
L220 yoid 
TY 
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void-ogc > bur yer 'ti beſt to ſubmit to God bat 
for time. and, way ; and tis our duty to liy 
and uſe good- micans to live as long as we 
can, thar wc may bring glory ro Gad,wh 

ther by doing o: ſuffering , /[e. 57:1. Phi 
I, 2:), -== 25. | 

49 The beſt way never to be croſt in ou 
dzfres;,.is tomake Gods Will our own; 
by.chis.we ſhall neycr miſs of having out 
Qwn irce choice in all things , Hatth. 26.39. 


- _ and we ſhould never ſay (Fiat voluntas wn 


”:fqu1atsa) our will be done, bur only 
and becauſe tis. Gods, Fames | 


BY 


IF x4 
.. $0... Obedience .and well-doing tie 


good. mans wages as well as-work ;.a9i 
he will be doing good ,.though he do good 
for nothing elſe: and they who do' not 
go0d ,. arc-( as we ſay ) too. good , that 1 
ſtark-nanght ,, and good for nothing arall 
Pal. 14. 445. | | j 
. Ft. Theptin of getting, the care of keeps 
ing, aad fear of lofing, takes away much dl 
theromforc of having riches : Sec Sol 
Eceleſraſtes. | F 
52. He is the true. Gentleman » whos 


Gods Servant, the Worlds Maſter, and Sins 


Conguerour , Heb. 11. 25. 
» and.not ones (elf in a good >nNdF 
CEeY dition} 
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--53 Tis cold comfort. to (cc ones emp: 
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tion; hache s melo aa yea == X 
py : which we cag neyer be bo -. 
not {ubducd , as well as bruno a 
werſt of ) our cnemies. 'Tis tobe baſe , to 
conquer men - and be conquered by luſts, 
Prov, 16. 32. | 
il $4 Man made ſin and {in unmakes (fos 
nf icunmans , and by taking away the like- , 
urld neſs of God ——_— man - or man 
of fin , and ſin doth undo man , Prov, $. 34, 
«tl Exh, 16. 
5 He that is not ſo good as he may be 
| a + preſeac condition, 1s not like to be as 
hell good as he ſhould bein another condition : 
wedo but flatter and abuſe our ſclyes 
if promiſes -and. purpoſcs of what we 2 
». While we negle&t to be what we - © 
ougat , Eccleſ. 9. Ig.. Dent, 5, 27 , = 2 


| we He that doth notdo good for Gods. - © # 
lake in a time of proſperity , is not likeco 3 
I ſuffer cvil for Gods-ſake in a day of ad» + © 
ul verſity : and ſo backward, Job 2. 10. Eccleſ, >» 
$7. 14. 

08 57. Ambition is ——— bat reſis 


anc echo Ep LF 
Þcc iyc:, at 


i. 
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12 EIT, thinking 0: on: 


whariehdSin , may be + qty in Abſef| 2 
Jon ;\ Hamas ; and Tufias (ofar, orc. They 1 
char will by unlawful means climb higheſt | 
are like tofall loweſt for Pride 1s the Uſhell t 
tax Fall), Prov,16.18. 

58 Friends _— fail them thar fly , as 
q ether fuſpefting the perſons and their 
4 cauſe, or. fearing what they may ſuffer 
k.. for their' ſakes, 1 Sam. 21.1. 1 Sam, 29, 
45 5- | 

59 Man is not 5 born , but new- 
gen to trouble, #th. 16. 24. 2 Tim 


1% Ir's too uſual profpericy to forge 
RE hz 13; an din adyer- 
Pore e promiſes of God, I1ſn. 49 
£45 --- 17, 
""6s Many times when men come to a Mt 
will, God comes to a Tos ſhall : the judge- 
ment is as their ſin : and God is asmach ſa 
00 his will for judgement, as men are et 
on their will for fin, 1 Sam. 8.19. Heſ.13. It, 
Phat: ro9; 17, 18. 
62 World! men arc for the rudiments 
of the World; becattſe they bring in the 
things of -the Word! and cry out , "Great 
if Droze of the Ephe/ipy, becaute ſhe bring : 
{tall gain untst t Crafrſrgerr, Znoly c 
hich they tray a Aft 


th 


nt k- 


- 


-- Or, Helpt to Piety, _ 33 


24, 25, 28, Hence 'tis that the Pope prevails 
more than a General Council , berpulle by 
hath Places and Preferments to beſtow, 
they have none, 1 Tim.6.3,4,5- 

63 'Tis made a queſtion by fame , which 
is þctrer , the War that brings Peace;or rhe 
Peace 'that brings War ? bur ſurely Bo 
fhonld endeavour ro have Peace wi 
and all men, and to VVar with nothing - 
bur che” Devil, che Fleſh and Sin , Epb. 6, 
F2, | 

64 Though men may pluck my heart 
out of my bowels, chey ſhall never pluck 
therrinh ( nor the love of ic) our of my 
heart was the ſaying of (and becoming) 
a Martyr, | 

65 If the .VVord of God ſlay nor che 
ſin of man, yet 'twill ſlay the Man'ot Sing 
pt x4 .2.8. and the manthar gocs on'in ſw, 

0/,6.5. | | 

66 God made man to ſerye him , and 
he that ſerves God is a made man : for God- 
linefs is the making (the enriching and ex- 
alting )'of a man. man is made for every 
vhea be ks itew=made, 1 Tim,4,$. 

67 If Gods Precepts be far from out 3 
wires, his Ear will be far from our Pray, ** 


Prov. Tt. 28; *' | 
"52 Sled which uc _dirade of Death, 
; ; 4 2 * | is 
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15:che Nutle. of Nature, .the Parentheſis of 


out. Carcs, Gricfs,, and, Troubles ; and in 
Death. isthe Periods, the hull & point, or || S. 
end of them all, it we,diean. I 3 Rev, a 
| 4 143. , The ReſurrcFhion is the beginning Þ re 
of \, new Verſe, oft: Paragraph., yea -of ff vi 


9 | 

"69 Though it be a miſcry to have a ſtn- Þ V 
ful hearr\, yer 'tisa mercy to (ce it ſo; for Þ 0 
Conwttion #, the firſt ſtep to Converſion : and Þ cc 
COR cre are many vile enough (as to ÞÞ n 
cir ſtate) robe damned , yer there are but I n' 
tew. yile caough ( as.to their ſenſe in their Þ fi 
_ oWii ty 5) to be ſaved, or tocry out , Wha || 2 
ſhall T dotgbeſaved? Ailts 2, 

+ ©*70, The Profeſſors of and. Pleaders for || tt 
merit, would be loth to uſe ſuch argu- I ic 
Mints before God in Prayer (which « a little | b 
x ( or the emblem of the Day) of ,Jadge- | w 

tY before God's. As they do indiſpure; || b 
re Men ;_ as, 7 am worthy for whom thou Þ|| tt 
#ft'dy this, Though ſome did pleadit 
forthe man , yer the man durſtnot plead ig 

for himſelf, as L«ke 7. 4, with 7. 75 > 
| *:71,;Ther*'s not. lo greata differonce,, be+' 
® tween thehigheſt Saint in Heavens and the; 
F Onfpapton Earth dere bon farete). 


7 oy 7 _ 
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"Tr "Fay r40 Piet. te . 
in n degree ; -as there is bertyeen the loweſt 
Saint On Earch and the higheſt Man (it bur 
aMan) on Earth ;-for'ris( ſpicie)” x diffe- 
rence in kind , Prov. 12. 26. and 30d lo! 
veth the loweſt Sainr more than che tngheſt 
Angel doth love God: 
72 /'VVhen Chriſtians goods arc hola 
and taken from rhem' for. Chtilts fl 
- | Mca cake what is not, bur God what's" 
rÞ own: and yer he will place irtorher 22 
I F count, and reward chem _ bly, it 
> | nor in rhis Life), yer in'thar e&'totne'; if 
t F nor in kind”, yet 140.1 kindnefs, whi 1492 
r ff finitely becter , Feb. I. 3. tb. 4.9 
t F 29. | 0 1 
73. It-might be, juft, with Og 29 
r | them-go naked for 'watit 
- | for wantonneſs ; atd to: Bak titra" to 


e | beſporred with the Name: of proud ,7 
- | who beſpor themſel\es” for the fame hy 
/ | beaury: and though chariry | TE okay 
y' | to believe , that fore women” wh ng 
| out ſigns, will not lodg c Ranged? 
|| theſe Weck-Imcſts ( calls them) feem 

guilty” of cermpcing Sc ro tempr* hegr! 
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” We; Tp ; worth FT on : 


d, Pratpcr That mcn would do asthey 
Ga VF not only talk of , pr walk in 
Chrift and the Spirit ; and notonly adorn 
themſelves , their houſes , and their books 
with fine , gay and golden clothing, hang- 
ings, od coyers : but that they would a- 

orn the, inner man with a meck ang quict 
irit ,, and the outer man with Good 
VV $, and by both the Doftrine of God 
our Saviour ; : for heis @ very prteoms Chriſtian, Ww 
who in words confeſſeth , but 1x works denicth} * 
Chrift, Gal. 4.25. Col.2.16. 1 Tim. 2, 9, 10, 
174, 3: 4- Titxs 2,10, and 1. 16. How tt 
a ad heperrue tothe VVill of God , that's 
falſe ro his own word ? r 
, 25, VVicked men do not only pan T 
Cod, bur bid God depart from.them, ©* 
21, 4, but wo waros them w ea Go 
Gem to their word ,, Heſ. 9, 12. and p 
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Doe en. th 5 ſhall hear that dreadful Senterce, 
tr 


om me Eel ivlarke Matth, 2. 41. Sin 
nation baye, ane Name, Serie 


and 


od, 
76; We haye* Preat reaſon to. 
i 


PP bcholdennels to God 
time that is paſt, agg «1 great 19, 0wng 
gependante on God? for the time t6.cors 


and arcby both apy ng 4 
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77\'Thbanking-time, if welimproved , Ty 
-in be ſain of our beſt time , and we may be 
xo in good company when alone. There | 
ks& Story of a Gentleman, whoon his Dear! 
19-0 bed laid this one command upon. his wild 
.& ſon, and engaged him to the performance 
jet} of it by a ſolemn promiſe , viz. That td 
od ſhould ſpend ſome tre every day't in_ retired 
off t5:7b17g , bur letr him/ad liberty to:thmnk on 
| what hewould : Being under thispromuſc, 
and having this. liberty he addrafſes him 
ſelf ro perform the one , and enjoythe a= 
ther ;'one day recalling his paſtpleaſutres 
:} another contriving new delights 3! but at 
lengrh becomes inquifitive-after hisFatlicrs 
nf dclign andend 3 in nc ge pope 
1. | He knew his Father -ro be a wiſe'and 
x man z 4nd therefore concluded bus ifgnty: -66 
of t20; that his intent: could be no other » 
| Putto bring him toc his wayes:y and 
whither they tended ,-and what. wonkd bes 
come of him it he were not religious} 'bfie 
ſhould live and die in his fin: which was 
"| by adivine hand ſet ſo home ; thartheayas 
;< reſtleſs rill ic was _—_—— cffeAnal to hisbe- 
coming a new mai. 7 Pt Command 
j happy Promiſe! h —— | 
i YY Time ! happy 


vuceels | Some bo body Hark a No be 
F 4 Co +8 


"71 Ings — Tings on : 

at10n 16 Conver ion , and that 2 
£onſiderarive perſon is not far > nor is like to 
be long —_— the: Kingdome of Heaven, 


The great complaint. God makes of men, i 
=; thar they are not men, 5. e. rational 
I. 3. 


_ reflcCting on their wayss 
44.19. As if "twere mepoſſibl 
Jie to aft finfully , if they would aft rational. 
bz 4and therefore calls on them ro ſhewſi c 


ves men , ſs. 46. 8: When thelf} a 
came to .himſclf , he quickly wentY t 
_ tohis Father. h 
78 When men (as the Apoſtle Paxtdothf £ 
cen) uſe Hyperbelies in ſpeakin ngobGria a 
ao” —— + it | nada higheſt of rhem, 
bs ſeemiog ones: for they are a Theme, fſ / 
= —_ for a man to ſpeak much, | « 
le to ſpeak roo much , or wellfſ t 
| mi 's want in the words that aro} « 
_ 'more words than thereare, to} | 
ell us:the: All of Grace and Glory. Eph. 3; 
28,19. and 3. 8. 2 Cor. 4. 17. 1 John 3, I, | 
By 3- 
«.q49 Of.che two , Promiſes bind FaichY 
bt more. than. threatnings do ; and we ſhould} 1 
-”  everbe{« Gods )' ready to:promiſc | « 
/ thanthreaten, and oem them, rather} | 
ES. peer chaſe, Fſd. os. 8, 9. 
| " = hg 8 He 


Or, Helps to" 

"80 He muſt be of a very wealtlindee» 12 
ſtanding 5 OT very perverſc Will. 3 "xz 'isr | E: S, Fr 
illogical , as to conclude from hci yore» fl 
Atiſe of men profeſſing a good Religiahy -.- 
that rhe Religion is bad Dad will nocd 
ſtingmſh between Fatt and Faith, Practiſe and: 
Principle : and ſo is he thar will give want. 
to ſuch inconſequential reaſonings ,. ho >; 
conclude from one bad , or ſome | 
icfl all areſ{o: Thar becauſc Judas wasaT: 
ath tor', none of rhe Diſciples ee 

ful, and honeſt. "Tis 1mpertinegs- and: 

th {urd , ro ſay 3 T his is therr Religion, '% and D 
& are alhulike. | 
N $1 Conſcience is 2 Deputy-God (as Mis 
ef ſe: was made a God to Pharmb) + 1, Fodes 
by clare:che*Will of God. 2. To inſtigareto | 
iy the doing. thereof : And 3: To bring s 
Gf» Plaguces/and Ferzors » if ir be not obeyed's 
_ iow. 2. 8h. -....: 's We. 
3, 82: To lin 1s > ww TY ro grieve for't 
» is Sa»r-like , bur to perſevere 1h z"and'to 
| boaſt of ir, 1s Devil-like. John $: 44+: : 
h 83 Every fin tranſgreſferh Gads Com 
dj mand ; but they who prefer the Traditions 
| of men before the Commands of God, da. - 
rj make his Commiands of none effeft, Marth. 
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Is Things worth-thinking on : 
- 84 A:man may conceive. more in at 
hour, than all the greateſt of Kings or Ems 
perours- did. eyer enjoy ; as Rocks of Dias 
pond, Heaps of Pearl, Mountains of Gold; 
but *ris impoflible ro chink what God is a» 
ble. to do:z: or to conceive what God will 
do for themthar love him, Eph.3.20. 1 Co, 


2 # . 

85 *Tis not the Faith of ſenſe , .which is 
ſecing , nor; the Faith of Reaſon , which is 
knowing,but the Faith of Revelation,which 

shcleeving , that the Goſpel requires » Heb, 
If. 1. Jobs 20. 31. 

86 Where there is not quiet in paſſive 
Obedience, the fincaity of ative may be 
d, Job 4. 3) 44% 

-:87-VVe ſhould look to it, chat we be 

us,. as well as vertuous, and not only 
—— to the dictates of Philoſs: 
phy , but of Divinity : VVe ſhould do 
;'not only for others (ake, or our own 
z:Or Vertues ſake, but for Gods ſake. 
VVe then do well. ( and: ſhall hear ir (aid; 
—_ good and faithul ſervants) whea the. 
a is from the loveot God asthe 
[Tees , ÞFobn.5, 3. by the V Vill of God: 
adtrheRule, Gal. 6. 16. ro the ory of 
God astheEnd , 1 (+, i6&'31. .: -- 
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ay $88 Some men are ſo impudently.wick- 
+ ed, that though they rake Gods Name in+ 
«+8 corheir Mouth, yer they hate to be refor- 
4; med; and becaulc Gods ſilent , they think 
ar he goes gopſent » and that he is {uch an one 

as emſelyes » Pſal, 5C. I6, ---- 21, that 
. | God is as much a loyer of fin as thcy arcs 

for £Mal, 2. 17. they ſtick not troſay , Ever 
1s fl ry one that doth ewil., 35 good 1n the fight of the 
SH Lord, ard be delighteth in them: or , Where 
- j the God of Judgment > and Becenſt F 


_— ud " 
ment 15 not executed ſpredily , therefars: chad * 


heart 35 fully ſet todo evil , FEccle. 8."1'1 Gul 
CY it ſcarce known or. acknowledged , but as bets a 
X | God of Fudgment , Plal.yy, 16. Now {ecing 
nothing clſe but Judgment will conyince 
them. y/ hence it isthiat Dave , Jeremiabgetr;, 
do fo often pray for Judgment on the wick» 


&d , viz, that they may know they arebutmen'; 


4 << & 


Led, that they way know, that thou whoſe Name 
is Jehovah, art#noſt High over all the eerth,Pſal. 
$3. 16,18. They pray forevil tado them 
good, and ſeem to Curſe them that chey 
may beDicſted: yy _ 
1p 6045007 | ws. of they Jpirs , tr r 

of God Fpwriv ,' toſignihe, not ſtar th y des 
fixemay be , bur what God threatens 
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Pal. 9. 20. that they: may ſerk thy Name, Q 


try: thcir condition ,. if they-perſiſt in x | 
3 vxs * 
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Things wor 
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_ fin; and what they deſerve for having ſin- 


nad. They that call for fice trom Heaven, 
know not what ſpiric they- are of. -Bleſle 
and:curſe not , yea bleſſerhem that curſe 
you and pray tor them that deſpitetully 
_— » and _—_ both they will be, 
and. you will ſpeed, the better, Marth. x, 
44» 45- Tocurſe any perſon or thing paſſtonateh, 
1. an tufirmity at leaſt , but to doit malicruſly is 
ompicty at the beſt, RE OO 

- 89 No maa can poſitively and infallibly 
' fay whar God will do with taeManiof+ Sin, 
a$'torhe particulars of his puniſhment , or 
the time of it ; nor how will recover 
the Warld from underthe powep of A"- 
rebrehianſm :. Tis to be wiſhr 4 maybe 
(and ſome belicve ir will be) by che Sword 
of the Spiric, the word of God., rattice than 
- by:the Sword of War-and the: wrath of 


þ. man; by converſion; than by confaſfion, by 


turning bearts, than by takivg away let. Sure- 
1y.nexr to fin , nething can'be more croſs 
od __ ro a'C _— iy _ 

r1G, thanwar. 'Tirſfadtro think af fights 
we and dying , but ſadder to tak of amMWty, 


my ſelf; ſhould I find an inclinacion”to 
pleaſe myſelf inche rain's the death 5,14/pt- 
ciaty 1. Fhidemarur of any petfontiandÞ 
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I ſhould be very jealous of; and angry wth | 


" Parry 7 FE 


am pretty coofkier, Charif ic RT 
according to the , Vores of 


they would all wiſh and pray , that no = 
perſon might fin any more or periſh for &- 
yer : and whatever ſhakings yer remala for 
nn _ ill che Judgment Day , that 
nr may begin and end only in holineſs, 
be managed with a meek and quiet 

Spirit , {fe 2. 4. Hap. 2. 6, 7. Jem. 3. 
I 3, == 1 

92. To hold Communion with men that 
are finners, and not ro haye Communion- 
with their fins, 1 1s 41 excellent ſociable ſpirit ; 
To extend it where the Rule commands, 
and deny it where the Rule forbids , quali-. 
hes us to conver(e with God and Men, 1 Cor,” 
$+,.9, 10, 11. Eph. 5. 6,:-- 17. 1 Jobni. 
3z== 7. 

91 If we have not been thanktul for 
great mercies , God may and ſometime. 
doth take them away , that he may bring. 
us to have a gear value , and to berhank-. 
ful for the leaſt of mercies, L9m. 3. 22. 
2 Kings 206. 16, --= 20, 

92 The beart may be (4' ably) rouche 
and fee] , when objefts of fear and grief 


I preſent themſelves toy and arc upo:! go. 


od allows us to grue Natareits due , prod ed 


by net him his due. Qucblelſed is 


} 


Things worth thinking on -* 
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Saviour was ſcnfible of fuch things , He#.4, 
"IF: and withour it a man ſhould be not on 
ly a St:«&, but a Stock ; and *twould be ne 
exerciſe or trial of grace, if marter of price 
| and fear were not perceived and felt , Hel 
T2,11T, 

93 God reſted not from his work of Cre 
ation, tilt man was made nor can man rel 
trom his purſuirs after the Creation , ti 
God be enjoyed, Pſal. 73.25. Feciſts 
Domine propter te , nec acquieſcimns donec ad t 
per veriamw , {aid St. eAuſtine; thou madel 
us for thy felf, O Lord, and weare na 
quict till we come unto thee. And 'tis only 
ia the God-Man Chriſt Jeſus , that Godiy 
and wecan be well pleaſed. 

94 Love is the fulfilling of the Law, 
Faith the fulfilling of the Goſpel, and both 
- the fulfilling of Chriſtian Religion , G, 
5. 6. 

- 94 Ir is as clear by Scripturc-light 
chat Chriſt is God, as 'tis by Natures-light 
char there is a God , Rom. g. 5. ſs. 
I4, I: 
5 96 Though they that write or ſpeak d 
the Holy Scripture, 'may decline a Rheto: 
rical ſtyle; the ſubje& needs bur few of it 
Ocnaments , as not neceſſary ; and rejet 
- niany as" indecencicy , _———— : 
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- * Or, Helps to Piety. 35 
Majeſty of fo ſacred a thing, 1 {. 2.1 
——- 5; and v&,13, yet this great Apoſtle, 
that he might gain upon , became all things 
to all men , as being debtor to the wiſe and 
tothe unwiſe or unlearned , Rom. 1; 14, 15, 
and therefore we find him not only diſpating 
ſtrennonſly, and contending earneſtly for 
the faith , As 17. but uſing a flowing ele- 
quence , and the flowers of Rhetorick very 
often , and ſomerimes quoting their Poers 
t00s 
e 97 Through want to be deſtitute , or 
all through will to deprive. our ſelves of food 
IJ] and raiment, is the one our miſery., the 
15K other our folly, not any Mortification ; 
which 1s not 1n denying the body neceſſa- 
ries, but in abridging ir of its irregular ſcnſu- 
al appetites, Col. 2. 23, 

98 Were the Scriptures ſufficiently un- 
derſtood , they would be highly venerated :: 
and they that would keep others from read- 
ing of them , do (as Sas! by his raſh adju-- 

ration Y with-hold them from cating that 
honey , which being taſted , did nor only” 
gratifie the Palate , bur enlighten the Eyes, 
08 Pſal. 19. y- * Me 
ty 99 There's great difference betwcen do- 
mand being obedient ro the Will of God 
"6 ground of Religions obedience” 15. , wr 
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God. command: the things to be done , more than 
that they are gord is themſelves : Doing a thing 
becauſe moſt ſuitable ro Nature , or bec 
it pleaſerh us, ſpeaks Morality ; but doing 
It c God commands tt , and to pleaſc 
him , ſpeaks truc Religion and the Obe- 
dience of Faich , Marth. 7. 21,22,23. 1 Jobs 
3. 2 I, 22. 
...169: When men have find, how plea 
ip ſozvcr they may taſte it , yet they will 
el it lic ſo croſs «nd ſcurvily in their breaſts, 


that they will take no pleaſure to look into 
themſelves, or be 9s-x2r geeky andpaind, 
if they have the hardineſs 


Oro do,Gen. 4.13, 
ob 20, I2, — I 4» 


" 
I; 


Mom. 7. 24. and the Nature of Sin, 1 


Or, Helps to Piety. : J5 
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IMS 


Fourth Century, 


' T Any pcrſ{ons that at firſt belie- 
ved 1n Chriſt but upon report, 
arc afterwards ( by better ac- 

quaintance ) brought to believe on him on 

lis own account , Jh» 9. 399-42: 

2 Is it not more truly honourable and 
olorious to ſerve that God, who cammands 
allthe World, and will crown his Servants 
with glory ; than to be a {live to thoſe paſ- 
fions and Juſts, which put men upon conti- 
nual hard ſervice, and torment them for it, 
when they have done ? Mat. 27. 2,---5. 

; Two things ſhould be much laid to 


cart by us, the jin of our Nature, Pal. rs 
ohn 


3. 4. 
4 If we come to Chriſt, he will nor caſt 
$ out, Job» 6. 37. but if we do not come to 


um, we caſt away our ſelyes, Prov. 5, 36, 


W-b-8. 24. 
5s. The Commands of God ſhew us what 


* 


ur power was, what our duty is, and what 
r prayer ſhould be : Da qu: jubes, & Me 
2 G 


4, 
' v*S. T 
EE -< 
. 4. : 


bh = 
* . - 
LE —_ _ , _ __ 
be o ' ” L 
F C *, C o : 
; CY #* 


1 
o 
= 


———_— 
- - 


-88 T bings worth thinking on : 


be qued vir, Give us Lord to do what the 
commandeſt, and command us to do wh 
thou wilt, Pſal. 14 2. 10. 

6 The Work of Creation 1s called by 
the Work of Gods Fii'gers, Pſal. 8. 4. 
his Hands at moſt, verſ. 6. and 19. 1. h 
the Work of Redemption is wrought wit 
bis Artn, Lake 1. 51. 

7 The pcrſons who arc recorded to ha 
been eminent in one particular Grace, ha 
yer mifcarried in not ating according 
but contrary to that Crace + As Abrahs 
- for Faith, vet denicd his Wife from Unk 
lief : Mes for Meekneſs, yet excluded ( 
raar for Paſhon : F*b for Patience, yer he 
Impatient ? for though he ncver did as tl 
Devil ſaid he weuld, and his Wife tempt 
him-ro do, tiz. Cwſe God, yet he can 


near /it;. in curſing the Day of his Bir, 


Saint Peter for Courage, yer dcnied C hn 
and afterward (which was a ſpice of the 01d 

.eaſe) he diſſcmbled for ſear, Ge. 2. 12. 
>2 When a tMarichee comended wil 
Saink 4»fr2e, and cried out, Hear we, H 
me, the good Father anſwered, Nee | a- 


yee.tu me, ſrd ambo avdianmius ApoFtolum,' 


nor hear thee, nor do thou hear we; butlÞ x 


us beth hear the Apoſtle: Sothe Papifun 
out, Hearthe Fathers, hear the Farhers-38 
, | 5 


Or, Helps to Piety. j --_ 


may anſwer, Let us hear che Apoſtles and 
Prophets, who were the grand and- great 
Brand-Fathcrs, Epheſ. 2. 20. 

9 Maryfallen is man inverted, and turned 
lan contrary to what he was : his loye is 
Where his hacred ſhould be, his glory where 
Wis ſhame, os. He accounts ſtriftneſs a fins 

d (in a bravery, Tit. 3. 3. Phil. 3. Col. 1, 

a"W1. So that we may exclaim as one do 
Word God ! Whither is man fallen! ar fir 
Nie practiſe ſin, then defend it, then boaſt of 
ha: ; 'ris ar firſt (perhaps) a burthen, then a 

MWnſtome,and then a deligh:: bur at laſt 'rwall 
(he 2 hell! as in Cai and Judas. 

10 They arc both deceived s ( 1 ) Who 
ay, no matter how we belieye, but how we 
ve ; and ( 2) They whoſay, no marer 
Ow we live, but how webelieve: The truth 

ls. muft believe and live in theTruthor elſe we 
pl! nor be ſaved bythe truth, 2Thef. 2.101 1914 
_ 1 Gods love to his, will not ſuffer hin 
Wo depart from them, and their fear of hing 
bs a _ to _ = not ſutfcr _—_ ns 
| om him, - 32: 409. noting 
"Fparare them from the love- of God in 
ll if Rem. 8. 39. TY 
q. '12-Whea we are iti Proſperity, we are 
ionerolay our hearts too near its . P/e/.645 
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as prone to lay it too near our hearts, Pld 
77. 6,---9. 

13 Thefear of an higher Power in He 
yen ſhould ballance and byas them that ar 
high in power on'Earth : The greate$t m 

e at one time or obhe? met with their matt 
but the great God never met with his, } 
.3T, 13,14. and + 3 ad 4O. 2, $8, 9+ All 
42. 2, 3. 2 (or. 10. 22, Atlts 5, 39. an 
23.9. 

14 Books are a memory without us;an 

- memory 15a Book within us. God hath h 
Books too, which will be opened : hap 
they for whom, but miſerable they again 
whom they ſhall be open'd, al. 3. 16.1 
A $0312. | 
7-15: God declares himſelf Thrce Waye 
(r)}By his Works to the Eye. (2) By hi 
Word to the Ear : and (3) By his Spiritt 
the Heart : Bleſſed are the Eyes which { 
the Ears which hear, and the Hearts whit 
receive rhe declarations of God, Matth. 1 
16-and Lvke 8, 15. but wo to others, Math 
17.13, 14. Rom; 1.19, 20. 
11.16 The New Creature isbut a Creatuft 
and though it have Communion with: Go 
itcatinot 'be God: : Dimmer may; «Deny 
cannot be, T] ctthem confider ir, rhataalWt”® 
madly of being godded with Gody&#6:; }** 
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17 Anhard-heart is the Devils Cuſhion, 
he firs {ofteſt on an heart of ſtone, 2 Cor. 4.4. 
1. compared with Epheſ. 4. 18. 

1s A Wiſe Man may lcara much of or 
by a Fool, but a Fool ( eſrecially the conceited 
oe) will not learn aty thing of a Wiſe 
74] 94n, Prov, 1.7. and 26. 12. 

19 Though, we have learnt to- call and 


- Or, Helps to Piety. 


A celebrare rhe World and things thereof by 
the great Names of Grandurc and Gallan- 

andf ir, by the pleaſing Names of Pleaſure: and 
\ 1M Prectineſs, by the affetted Names of Honour 


and happincſs by the rakyzg. Names of Beau- 
ty and Bravery ; yer: we do but miſcall and 
flatter it; ( yea abuſc our ſelves ro boot )for 
It's proper. Names are far otherwiſe : Vame 
ty of Vamties, being it's frit ( Pronomen ) and 
} YVexanon of Spirit ic's ſecond or Sirname( Coe 
gromen) as the great and {earching Antigua- 
ry tound them to be, Eccl,-1. x, 2. | 
8 20 God will not be putoft with a mouth- 
tul of good words; *tis in yain to fay rohim 
ff Lord, Lord, by way of Profcfhion, Prayer, 
and Appeal, it we do not.do his will; fot 
j though -we may plead with him, and quore 
AM our many preachments,&s. yet he will pros 
feſs that he neyer knew us,no nor then whem 
a calling our Devils, &c. but will bid us d&4 
Anat as Wotkers of Iniquity , cyen then 
Wan G 3 when 
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Things worth thinking on + 


when we pretended to preach up Holine 
and to caſt our theDeyil and all his Work 
Matth. 7.21, 22,23. 

21 They mourn for fin on the beſt 
count, who mourn for it as the worlt of « 
vils,and herein the worlt;as "tis againft Gat 
Pſal. 51. 4. and they that do ſo, will mour 
for other mens ſinsas for their own,for th 
arc againſt God alſo ; and it may be tear! 
they never truly grieyd for their own, wt 
can rejoyce at other mens, 1 Cor, 13.6. 

22 When we make other mens fins a 
own, they will make us ſmart as much 
if they were our own : And we may &a 
other mens,our-other mens ſins,not only wh 
we command and counſel, or take pleaſu 
in their fin, but when we do not repro 
| them for their fin, and uſe all due means! 
prevent or remove their fin. 1 Kings 12. 2 
30. 1 Sam. 3.13, 

23 Philoſophy and Moral Diſcoul: 
may teach men the Art of concealing tha 
Vices, the way how tocut off the luxuria 
branches and cxcreſcencies of corruprion 
bur the Spripture-Dottrine only teacheth the 
of ſubduing and putting them 10 death, by layil 
x5 Axc to the roor of the Tree, che vet 
Heart. Moral DoRrine taay help to mal 
good men,bur "twill never make goodChy 
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# Or, Helps to Piety. 93 
ſtians; tor we arc fuch only by learning of 
I Chrilt Jeſus, Epheſ. 4. 20,=--: 4. 

24 Alas | How often arc many mens 
Verrues nothing elſe but che retults aud 
ctic&s of their Viccs ? *Tis Covcroulacts 
" makes Lome '['cmperatc ; and Ambiuton 
makcs others Liberal aad Juit ; nay Luſt 
makcs ſome lo religious as to pray,J4m.4,3. 
bur chey either aske and mils, or clic are pu- 
iſhed with che grant ot their own dilrcs. 
Oh what a forry thing «s man ? how tewalc 
there that know themſelves ? how ottcn are 
the ations commendable:and nor the man? 
Well-tare fimpliciry and godly tuuccrity , 
which make not only che actions, bur che 
perſons approved, 2 Core be 13. | 

25 Ot all che ſtore of Vanities which arc 
in the World, Eccleſ. 1. 2.Man 1s one oft the 
orcareſt, Þſal. 39. 5- and ot all men, the 
Irccligious Achcilts, who (#r4:-/ick that they 
(are) cadcavour to be worle than they can; 
# for thy offer violence to the tacultics and 
inclinations of their own fouls: and wiſh 
that with, and (ay that in their hearts, 
which for their hearrs they cannor ſted- 
faſtly belicve, Pſal. 14+ 1. fo that though 
they may have a great deal of ſecurity, 4 
is impoſſible they ſhould have any faris- A 
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Things worth thinking on : 


2G We ſhould be very carctul ro behaxe 
* ourſelves ſo, asto give perſons occafion t 
love us, ar leaſt ro give. none occation toff E 
hate or deſpiſc us, Heb. 12, 14. 1 717, A t 
I 2, | = Wt 
_ 27 Whatanuncaſieand ſickly condition 
15 poor man in? full of impatiency and diff} | 
content ! all abour him is Vanity, himſelfinf} 4 
his beſt eſtate is Vanity, yea altogerher, Pſa = 
[ 
q 


39. 5. Wearineſs attends not only his lx 
bour by day, bur his {lecp and reſt by night: 
what of frights, what of dreams, whart off i 
very long lying, the man's not at caſe ina 3 
caſie bed ! c 
28 The molt laborious and principal ftw « 
dy is to ſtudy ones. felt, to know ones felt; c 
how to live at hame and converſe alone;Þ} 4 
not only company , but Books ſeduc : 
us from it. Meditation 15 a large ard powerful \ 
ſtudy to them that can imply themſelves init. Too 7 
8. many peruſe others more than themſelve} 
&:\ (a5 ſome ſtud » Humane tFritin 05 4678 than Ds 
wine)*tis more cafie and a diverſian ; and | 
'we being idle {cck theſe things for paſtime | 
4s'if time lay heavy on our hands, and wt -' 
had not imployment enough in our, ſelves 
'Pſal. 4. 1. and 39. 3. 4. _— Os 
'-29 How many different and all ver 
poor things, do many - perfons enteral - 
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and comfort themſe)ves with when they 
come to die ; cither the freat Name and 
Eſtate they ſhall leave behind them, or 
the confidence of their childrens wo: th, .or 
& the ayoiding of this lives miſchicts, or the 
onfl revenge that hangs ever their heads who 
i have been procurers of their death : fach 
nll 45 theſe are the miſerable comforts that. many 
men have, Burt on the other hand, how ma» 
ny are tormented with the ſting of. fin 
and a guilty conſcience,with the fear of dy- 
ing and ſhame of living, or with ſolicitudes % 
uſt and thoughttulneſs ot what will become 
of that and them they ſhall leave behind. 
ul ob how few can meet death half way, and wel- 
If; come it 45 friend ? Surcly none but they who 
ec: have kept faith and a good conſcience, 
ll 27m. 4. 6, 7, 8. How few are fic and 
full willing to dic ? Surely none, but they who 
oof are in Chriſt Jeſus, Pſal. 1. 23. Roms. 
wh 214.8. 
Ni 360 Here below there is no fatisfaftion 
ndſÞ for any (but diſquietment for all) but them 
1 thatarc of an heavenly and divine mind, 
well - who live to and hope to live with God, Pſal,  -* 
39.6, 7. ; | 
31 In the O!d Teſtament, the Prophelſies - 
.of the latter dayes were of good and 
-lorious times ; but j» the New Teftaprent, _ | 
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che latter dayes are forerold to be apolta- 
tzing and perilous ; bad for ſuffering , 
and worſlefor finning, 1 Twi. 4. 1, 2 Tin | 
3. I, 

32 *Tis natural ro own and acknow-| 
ledge a God, Kom. 1. 19. but ro own and 
acknowledge Jeſus Chritt ro be Son of the 
Living God, is ſ{upernacural , Marth. 16. 17, 
and to know the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he hath ſear, is Ererual Lite, 
and thisonly, Jekn 17. 3. 

33 Thevery queltions and debates about 
the Souls Immortality, is a proof thar*tis 
ſo : for asnone can diſtinguiſh berween ra- 
tional and irrational, who have not a. ra- 
noaal ſoul » So none can diſtinguiſh berween 
Mortal and Immortal, who have not an Inmmer« 
t& Soul, Evcn fo the controverſies that arc 
about the Myſtery of Godlinefs, do prove 
that without Controverſie great 15 the Myſtery 
 Goglineſs,1Tim,. 3.16. 

...74 Books that contain pleaſure and pro 
- Maxcmolt likely to be lik'r,ar leaſt 'ris molt 
- Fational that they ſhould ; as profiting tht 
wore becauſe they delight, and delighting the mort 
becauſe they profit : by this rule the Book of 
Books (the B:5le ) ſhould be moſt acceptable, 
27.2. 15,17. 
35 How poorathing is man}, and huy 
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mane life ! The Yanitiesof Childhood,/the + 
wandcrings and unſettlements of Youth , 
the Cares, it not Vexations of Marricd, the 
deſires and longings of Unmarried Folks, 
v-S the diſcaſes and other i#1-attendants of Old- 
0} age, make lite a weariſcme thing ; yer few 
hel care, and fewer are fit, to dic. We may cry 
7.8 ouras hc, O Solow ! yea O Sol:mon! Eccleſ. 
ul 11.1. and 12. 1.and 52. 13. | 
C, Take man in his acquircd accomplifh- 
ments, as Learning, &c. by which onc 
ut} would think to find him much refined and 
15 harmonized, yerhere he is ww b what as be 
al was before, giddy, ſtraying and uncertain : 
a- Thereisno man, bur on examinatiqn and 
eF expcricnce mult yceld, that time or more 
"| cxatt diſcovery, hath diſcarded, often dif- 
rey crediced,, if not wholly diſop'nioned his - 
vel former opinions ; the inconſiſtency and 
#F - ambulatorineſs of the age of man will c- 
VIncc it. I» Child-boed, the greateſt goucd in 
o- our opinion was Play ; ike Pleaſure, then _ * 
tf Conqucſt,;he» Honour,then Gain ſucceeded, | 
b'Y confured, and wore our each other : and it .- 3 
nf therebeſomuch of detrufion and juſtling in + ©: 
off thoſe opinions which be natural tro us, how  -.- 
ch more in thoſe that be acquired? 
9 that in all conditions from his Cra- 
this Grave (where be mwwſt lie cre lng Y ey 
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I s Things worth thinking on - 
doth lircle bur diſquict, himſelf, ſal. 39, 


126 He that hath moſt riches is moſt in 
debt, tor he owes God, not only for what 
he is, but for more than he is worth, Ger, 
32. 10. 1 Chron, 29, 16. 

27; He that looks often on beauty, is like 
' tobetroubled with ſore eyes, Job. 31. 1, 
Matth. 5.28, and ( it he take not heed ) 
with a {1aning heart, for the eve not only 
affefts bur utes the heart ; as ar firlt, fo 
{{j11, Gen. 3. 6. 

38 We may love him or her too. too 
much, #at we can never love them well, with 
or for whom we can be. willing to {1a and 
venulte to be damned, or at beſt ro buy 
repentance at a dear rate: for they are wo: 
ful pleaſures, that we muſt repent of or be 
damacd for, and ſuch arc all the pleaſures 
of ſin, Prov. 7.22, 23. and 5. Th --14. and 
7. 24x 5-27 

39 Ever ſince Eve ſinned, the daughters 
of men ( as one faith ) have been troubled 
with fits of - che Mother, v;z;, Curiefit y azd 
Pride; and I may add, they, will never vs 
cured till they do becomsthe Daughters 0 
:Sarab, 1 Pet. 3.1,---6. 1 Tim. 2, g,-7-15.A$ 
.the: Sons of, Adam: are cured. of thebruile 


2 b | pe oot by his Fall, in becoming che ; _. 
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of Abraham, Gal. 3. 29. Rom. 4. 12. 

40 Sceing we have lived here and muſt 
die, and ycr live after death and others 
ſucceed us when weare gonc, we are great- 
ly concerned to ſend before ws a very good 
treaſure, Hatth. 6, 19,20. 17tw.6. 18, Ig, 
ro carry with wa yery good conſcience, 
2 Tim, 4.6,7- and to leave behind ws a yery 
good example, John 13. 15, Phil, 3. 17. 
1 Timm, 4. 12. 

41 Avstichriſt ts not only one that op- 
poſerth Chrift, but alſo onc that puts him- 
{elf in the place of Chriſt, pretending to a& 
for him, but indeed as againſt him. See 
Door More's Idca of Antichriſtiamſme, 
There were thoſe that were called Chriſts, 
yet were Antichriſts, CMatth, 24. 23, 24+ 
1 Fobn 3.4. 2 Ep. of Jobs 75. Many called 
Gods that were but Idols ; and accordingly 
thereare to this day them that are called 
Chriſtians in Name, bur are indeed Anti- 
chriſtians. et Papiſts look to it. 

42 Intranſgrefling the Firſt Table we 
do f16 againſt God, yet may not fin againſt 
man ; but in trauſgrcfling the Second 
Table we fin not- only againſt man but a» 

inſt Cod alſo-: and in many caſes God ' 

ath -ſhewn' himſelf more offended with - 
\{bxeach of the Second Table, than with 
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omirting {ome duties againſt the Firit, Mar, 
"9:13-/and 12.7. nd [/a. 1.11.---16, and al- 
. wyri declares thens to be but pretenders to the obe« 
dence of the firſt, who are not pralliſers of the Se- 
cond, ft Fol 3, 17. and 4. 20. and is molt 
ſeverely angry with them that make che 
; duties of the firſt a Cloak for the breach of 
-_— the ſecond, Matth, 23.14. 
©. .:43 Many gnen donot only chuſe Hell, 
= bncpurchal2 it, as Judas did ; they will not 
inherit Hell, but pay for it. They who ( as 
Tadas ) {ell their ſalvation, buy their dam- 
nation. 

44 The Iraſcible ( as Anger, &c.) do 
more hurt than the Concupilcible (as Love, 
&c.) Paſhons; theſe are indeed more (en» 
ſuzl, bur choſe are more Deviliſh, Jem. 3. 
T4. 15. 

+ 45. We do not more need the zeal of 
ous Lovec,than the caution of well-ad- 

' viſed Fear, which hath refiſted as many and 
as ſtrong remptations, and done as great 
as Love. Ger. 22,12, Heb, rr, 17. 

and God that bids us love, bids us alſo fear 
him : both are to be exerciſed ; and they ae 
then wet myloyed, when we love to pleaſe 
the God we fear, and fear rodiſplcaſe the 
God we love. Whom ſhould we fea r but 
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©"IP God, who cando moſt againſt us? of * | 
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bur God who hath done, can and will ds 
molt for us ? | 
46 Paticnce is an exccllent cemperare 


' Grace, it was ncycr injurious to any ; but 4s 
it is happy to it ſelf, ſo ir isalwayes innocent | 
toothers: [1's ambinzons of nothing but Martyr= * — 


dime, Jam. 1. 4. 

47 There is no valour to that of Chriſti- 
m Fortitude, which had rather ſoffer the 
orcatelſt injuries, than to do the leaſt. Marth. 
©; >, a. AL | 

48. Nothing is unthankful but evil An- 
gels and wicked men: For not only the Oxe 
knowes his owner, and the Aſs his Maſters 
Ciib, 1{a. 1. 3. but ( Stories tell ws of ) Beaſts 
of Prey, who Wave uſually no bowels of 
mercy, nor ſenſe of Juſtice, have ycta kind 
of ingenuity to remember benefirs. Lyons 
have done ſo. . 

49 As health conſiſts in temperament, fo 
the beſt way ro preſcrve it is remperarces: 
And *tis good for the'Souls health alſo, 
2 Pet, n. 6. and as gocd health makesrhe 
Body, ſo a goed Conſcience the Soul ( and 
bub make the man) happy. 

50 Vain men having ſet their hearts on ar 
rarthly Beauty, idolize it with a divine Joves 
and we may obſerve them in their ceurtingy 


torun out into dei:ying and adoring Cotes © 
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102 Things worth thinking on : 


plements : which plainly ſhews,that the natural 
in{tin&t and inclination of Love aſcends toa 
Diwmity,On therctore {er your aftetions onlhy 
God above, where thc Way of lite 1s to them nj 
that are wiſc, Prov, 15.24. For as 'tis impoſ-fs, 
ſible to look dirctly- upwards and down- 
wards with thc cvcs of the body at the ſame I 
time, fo no leſs to love God and Mammon, 
Matth,6.24. Col.3.1,2, 1 jobn 2,15, Jam 44. 
gt Miny perſons ccleorate and admire 
the Verrues of them that are dead, yct can: 
not endure the ſame Vertues in them rhat 
are living, Matth. 23.29 ——32. and thus ſ. 
Many that were envied while they lived, have been 
Sainted when dead. | 
52 Some that dare novmake a trade of 
fin, will yet make arrecreation of it now 
and- then : They- love what they do not 
( perhaps dare nit ) practice 3 they are con- 
: tremplative fianers , and play with wanton 
EF > thoughtsand wiſhes, Jer. 4. 14. | 
I 53 The Cov:tous live poor to dic rich: fot 
but what-a miſtake and miſ-{aying 'tis, ro Y&p! 
fay, ſuch a man died worth ſo many thous 3: 
3 {ands, when hs left ic all behind him! hs 
had bcenrich indeed, it{in the ſenſe of the 
3 Apoſtle, 1 Tim. 6, 18, 19. ) he had ſ(enr'it to 
Heaven afore-hand : /'T * probable be died the 
purer. for leaving [1 much behind him :. and int 
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deed, no man dicsrich (unlc(s rich.in graces 
in faith and goud works > while he lived) 
onibutthe rich depart” as pgor and naked as a= 
:mBoy, and leave their Weajrh to others , 1.71; 
l- 6, 6,7, 8, yr | 


"54 Tac Platonicks (ay. that rhe, Sguliis © ® 
like a Chariot drawa with rwo Howes, #3 
whereof the one ( the Rational Part ) 18falr 8 
and gchcrous ; . theother ( the Senſual Y de-" 8 
tormed and reſty : bur its moſt evident; thas* 
not only the inferiour Faculties , bux:the Sus 
tour alſo arc corruptcd, otherwiſe the 
nferiour could not draw them aways The 
mind is free, and cannor {in , but from it 
ſelf, though urged and tempted by others : 
Nat only fleſh , bat ſpiri is filthy » 2 Cor, 1. 7. 
Andthe Apoſtle prayes , that they mightbe - 
lanQified, not only 1n body , bur in ſoul and 
'n /Pirit, x Theſ, 5. 23, e1 
55 Grace isa Pazoply or Proof-Armaur 
: Yo Defence againſt remprations and croubles, 
0 Eph. 6. and a Paradiſe of all pleaſure, Prov, 
08.5 RS *\, 7. 
56 The World ro comie is the good mans 
» 2nd the bad mans fear , i Cor. 15 2 
19: Numb, 23.10, 3 Cir; 5. it. And ts 
| ſervable , thar there's no Religion , -but H 
"Fark iaſticuced forac kind of Heaven. ag _ - = 
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104 Things worth thinkingon : 
is _ Hell, places of reward and puniſhment , ſutable 

' to 1ts{elf. 
$7 Gods Word for things is the Chrs 
ſtians Reaſon (and a9» ſignificth both #« 
and Reafex; for the VVord is the reaſon o 
Faith) and his Teſtimony istheir Demon 
n, Heb, 11, 3. No mans( *wgwmn) 


*  Gyitg is to be comparcd with Thwe ſaith th 


53 Pride, Envy, and Malice , is the De- 
vils: {in ;. and ſuch a-man as is pofleſt d 
theſe, is poſleſt as really as (and it may be 
-_ - more dangerouſly than) any D«monack 
"—- John 6. 70. Ag 
A * $9- Every man ſhould be'( fer Gids ) m 
"= reſpeRer of perſons ; for that trial can ne- 
yer- be"fair , where affeftion is Judg, and 


furpaſſerh ( as well as paſſerh ) Judgmeny 
9. is. 

60 The poor mans detained penny $ 
4; plague in the rich mans purſe , James y, 
33 4- t 
©. * 61, The provd man hath no God, Ew 
= $- 2. Pſal. 12. 4, The wnpeaceable mal 
110. Neighbour ,. L«ke 16: 29; Tk 
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he\d;ſcontented-prnan hath not.hun city 


NJ # man hath no friend-, Prove 27j 
L $331. 


Lake 21.15, 5 non 
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'. » Or, Helps to. Prety,. 
62 It we temper not-our affc&ions, 
they ( to be ſure ) will diſtemper us : bee 
ware of them ; for where the wind of tem- 
pration and the 7 yde of corruption-meet , 
as, exceeding dangerous , Matthew 26, * 
I6. e 
63 Untried Vertues are doubtful ; It may P,. 
be, they that ſ1n not when there is none ; 
would fin if thcxe were an occaſion : Bur 
Chaſtiry in Youth, as io Joſeph ;* Tempe= _ 3 
rance in plenty , as in Damel: Bounty in KG. 
orerey , AS in them of Macedoria, 2 Cor, 
F In are HMartyrdomes withour Blogd- 
64 It may be (aid of Morality , as.it is of 
e Air ; compare it with the Heavens ,: tis 
2kind of Earth ; , but with the Earth ,- and 
tisa kind of Heaven. Or as its ſaid of the 
Spirits in our bodies 3 compare them with 
the Soul, and they are bur Body but with 
the Body, and they are a kind of Sonl.- $0 
empere © Morality with _— and tas but 
eaſe - but with Senſuality , and "tis Divonty , | 
Mark 10. 21, . P. ; 
65. A Chriſtian ſhould be-xcady te take wp _ + © 
| nc roſs, to beer the Croſs , to embrace & -. = 
af <40{s', 70 love the Croſs , yay ro.gloryin the, 13 
Croſs ; bur ſhould never worſhip nor adore, > 

ACrols of Chriſt ; char is due to Chit, 22 
#-*. S | H . who 
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who was crucified on the Crofs , 1 Cor, 2, Þ| ye 
a his 
66 Many perſons pray (as S. Auf th 
confefſerh he did before his Coverſion ) 4Þ} i 
if they were (not only unwilling, but ) + Þ| «& 
fraid to be heard, and hear as if they wer Þ k# 
afraid ( or had no mind) to learn, and hx 
learn as if afraid todo, and do as if afraid 
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to. pleaſe God, and pleaſe roo but our of 
fear, and fear more the evil of ſuffcring Þ an 
than of ſin, and arc afraid of fin more-asÞ (@ 
*cisagainſt them , than as 'tis againſt God, Þ] js 
Pal. 51. 4. I 3. 
67. We have .our wrinckes as well asf -- 
ſpots ; and if Chriſts waſhing us in his Blood 
1 >. doth beſt fetch out. our ſpors , ſtretching us 
on his Croſs of ſuffering will beſt ferch ow 
Our wriuckles, Ephcſ. To 26, 27. Heb, 12, 
—_! 
| 68. Some things God teacherh us , not 
 - by Example, but by Command ( «« al 
= dilyPVertaucs, if I may ſocallthem ) othea 
things ke teacheth us by Command and 
5h Example allo ( all ſpiritual verives, AS Lows | 
t. Holineſs, &c.) in obcying them weare his 
© Servants, but in following theſe we are his 
>. children, Eph. 5.1. Soon the other han 
>= there arc ſome fins, which the Devil doth; 
=--,.00 at, but command ( as Riot} Inteney p 
_ © O__ peranchy 
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. .Or, Helps to Piety. 107. 
perance ,: Bodily fins) 1n theſe men are but 
-Þ hisllaves, Epb. 1.2. 2 Tim. 2.26, but 0- 
't} ther fins he not-only commands, ' bur as 
too ( as Pride, Envy, Malice, ſpiritual wick- 
edneſs ) 11 theſe men are his children (as kke 
bm 4s any thing ) and not the leſs like him 


Fl 
a* 
1s 
dF becauſe his ſons, but the more, Job» 8. 44. 
dy 17Jobs 3.10. 
of 
ig 
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. 69 Conſidering cvery man his own 
and other mens miſcarriages , we may rea- 
| ſonably conclude, that mans righteouſheſs * 
LY is by Faich , and not by innocency , Phil. 
i 3 9 
SF - 50 We arc bound no further (as to' our 
x fl ſelves ) chan to bz wiſe and harmleſſe, 
WY Matth, 10.16. Events arc out of our hand, 
ILY and ſhould be out of our care { Chance rs to 
wy irmble only them th at ſtand upon: chance) 
and theſe two have in all Ages proved-mote. 
X F prevalent at the long run . than proſperous 
Þ ſucceſſes ; which may ſometimes be the 
Dowry , bur never the Inhericance of im»! 
prudent and improvident perſons, Prov. 1. 
32 Beſide, if cheſe two-ſcemat any timeto 
Gwithout Gods Proteftion , they will-ne-. 
1 be wichout his bleſſing ., Phil: 1. 29, | 
«gn Our very will is a dire&ſtate of im» © © 
| 1 3: for a 3 te weakneſs of reaſon of 4 E- 
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2 -ard of lave , to be at liberty to chooſe goed and 6 


: 
vil: *Tisa mercy that we may chuſe good, ti 
but a miſery chat we will chuſe evil , Jerem.J]. 6 

V 


_ 


8 6. 16. | 

b 72. 'Tis no denial of favour to us, buts 

gracious vouchſaicment,that God will ſhew 

us but his back-parts , Exod. 33. 2c, 23, $ 

og, we cannot or = way _ ; all 13 1 

ceeding oreat an t0us ſights are but oppreſſi- } 1 

EITES It we Ss behold the tace off] tl 

- theSunand gaze on it , but to the blinding 
of our eyes; how much more would it 

= o_ - God ſhould ar on his 

y and light upon us! and truly as that 

15:4 kfndneſs: iD us , ſo tis , that God will 

ſhew us but the back-parts of our ſin , («© 

nough to humble 4 ) -for WC could no more 

look:them than Gor! in the tace and live: 

As God would alto:ith us to deach with his 

(to 945 now mmvifible) glorious beauty , ſo fin 

\_ wonldfrightustodcath with ics ugly defors 

mity,, Row. 7. 9. 

.73:Some men have committed ſuch fins 

>” .notoaly asthey never thought they ſhould, 

but as they have proteſted agiinſt withaby 

# harreucy, and ſcorn ; wicncſs Hazaet and 

L- Peer: Tis good theretore to watch andy. 

= pray !teaſt we'enter into rempration ; TOY % 


As. diſtruſtour {elves and to be humble, exncy 
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* * © Or, Helpr to Piet, 
God ſhanld leave us (ashe did Hezckgab) tor 
my us , that we might know all chat. 1s4n 
mJ. out hearts. There have been” men. alfo 
who have done more for God , and:ated 
tay grace beyond what perhaps they choughr 
.'"- ſhould , as Abrabam in oftering hi 
3-8 Son; and others who have {uftered. more 
x} than ever they thought they ſhould be able 
ſi-J to endure , as Mr. Sawnders the Martyr: fo 
off thar as 'tis good to diſtruſt our {clves, 'tis 
ng good to truſt God ,, and wait for grace 
uf trom him to our ſcaſonable relict ,, Heb. 4x + 
ll J'16.. Phil, 4. 11,13. 2Cor. 12.9..Jca,» bs / 
at face is not only ſufficicnt for us , bur cox 
Il J ables us tro at more good than. wezake nog 
ef tice of in many things: but Gad.knaws 45 © 8 
of and will make ir known , Matth: 25. 358 © 
e:f --- 4%. From whence we may. leartychis 23 
SJ allo, that the goodneſs which we. ſhew wo: is 
as 3 


7 


inf} that are Chriſts , exterds further than, 

Fj for, even. to Chriſt himſelf, as he ir 
to reckon it : ſo that, ro Heb. 13: 2:1 Be.nor 8 
forgetful to entertain flrangers , for thereby ſome. © © 
have extertained Angels unawares I = 
this alſo , ſome have entertained Chriſt-Jes 
{| fus, though unawarcs. | 
474, Tl Joryaadagſs of Coerons id 
linations*to fin , appears by their readi-; - = 
- ppt before 6b be thaw, and by. b-” 
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Foto Thing worth thinking on : | 


their carly Jcarning the fin that's ta pht G 
them before chey krow what 'tzs : how calily P 


they 'a&.,pride by ſhewing 'and by being} r: 
fhewn , where they are fine; and reverwrY}Þ o 
by giving 'a' blow to ſtrike another with; Þ a 
and /yirg , not only by denying , but exc» | | 
ſing their' fin, and putting it off (as Adam 
did) to others ; as, twas not TT, 'twas ſuch 
an one :as they are begot and broughtforth, 
fo they a in the Image of {inful man, Pſa, 
&B. 3. 

75 There is a Kind of omnipotency in 
-Srace,, for it effcs the reſurreftion of them 
who were dead in treſpaſles and fins, Eph. 2. 
1,--- 6. and nor only Chriſt that ſtrength- 
ens , bir the perſon (through Chriſt firength- 
ning of bm that is ſo ſtrengrhened can doall 

things , Phil. 4. 13. 

76 How many (alas! ) chuſe rather to 
he wicked which is their (in, ſhame, and pu- | + 
niſhment,than to be good. which is their du» } 
ty,reward and glory, Pſal.19.11r. Phil,3.19, | 

77 Tobecwiſc below whar is written , is 
robe bur roorly wiſe ; bur tobe wiſe aboye 
what is writren is to be richly fooliſh,. x, Co, 
4.6. veti 'Þ : Th 

78. Contentment 1s the £!:xar ar 
effence of ' Happizeſs , the Philaſoph ne © 
- that tirns'a}l into Gold : The 'Chiififany* 
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Or , Helps to Piety. Tt 
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Grace, which makes every condition good, 
Phil, 4. 1. T he poor man t57ich with it, and the 
rich man 15 peor without it : This alwayes 
makes a man as rich as he deſires to be; 
and certainly he knows not whar he asks, 
that demands more, 1 Tim. 6. 6, $. 


79 Where cycr we live, we may 'and” 
ought to live well, though we ſuffer” evil. 
There were Saints in Ners's Houſe, Phil. 4.” 
22, And Artipas lived and dicd well,. even 
where Satans Seat was under his yery Nolcy 
Revel, 2. 13. Ho 


8 'Tis a clear, ##t a ſad figs, that though | 
perſons ſit under the uſe, yer that they arc; . 
not under the power of Ordinances, while: 
they abide under the power of corruption, 
Gal, 4 20: Ezth, 33,31. 


$1 *Tisgo0d to be civil to all, uſeful 
ma”y, known to few, enemy ro none, and- 
fnend to what 1s neX* to'none, ts ore Or tWO, 
__ at the moſt, and they need be wile, 
or. | 


\T hough every thing may love, yet "tis argue, 
He (annor be a Friend that 15 a Fodl, 


5: Mary have wir enough to alecif they" 
enough to-ule it well : or forme: 
men 
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worth thinking'on - 


”  2a2 Things 
E--- men hayc good wits;.it wiſe men had them 
— mmkeeping : bur ill-uſed-wit (or playing the 
- foolwwit) is worſethan folly, Ferem. 4. 22. | | 

Iſa. 5.20, 21. - | 
-- 83. IntheCreation God isa God:withour 

'us; in providexce, he is God aboveus; in the || | 

Law, a Cod againſt us; in Himſelf, inviſible | 
E- rous; but .in and only in Chriſt Jeſus he is /m= || - 
£  waingl,Cod forusand Cod with us, Matth, 
To 2.3» . | 
"MR The Spoulc of Clrilt hath the privi- 
- » Jedge of being undcr Covert-barx ; ſo that 
if Satan will. cnter an Attion, or .com- 
mence- a -Suir' againft the Spouſe; it muſt 
be ecftred - againſt Chriſt her Husband, 
who / will certainly Nonſtit and Caſt 
the. Devil, as he hath' often done £ So that 
=> though the Devil be the. Accuſer of the 
© - Brethren, yer: Jeſus Chriſt is their Ad- 
= wacate : and his Interceſlions and Plead- 
«. chan, them- prevail "more witly God, 
Rt 


a DW as DX an. 


the Devils | Accuſations and - Im- 
ings of them, Row. 8. 31,----- 


- . 35s | 

| F «The King-Propher David, {atd; that 

* hefbould not be aſhamed when head re- 

> {pc tovall Gods Commandments, Pal. 

= x19.'6; bur alas! 'of how maiy'may "we 4 

>»  fays that taey arc aſhamed —— 4: 
4-441 mW: 


- 
ww "Pk 


+4 
o » 4 £05 


tt... AM. 


ſhew reſpe& to any of his Comman 


belieyers Lord, fo allo he is rhe Lord their 
righteouſneſs, Jer. 23. 6. 1 Cor. 1.30, > 

87 Nothing but the wounds and: the 
blood of Jefus can heal che wounds of cons 


ſcience, or a woundcd ſpirit, 1ſa. 53. 5. Luk © 


4.18. 1 John 1. 7 


88 Bleflednefs and Salvation 1s annexed  ” 


to many things, Matth. 5, Heb.'6. g: be- 
cauſe ſome can bettcr diſcexn one qualifica- 
tion than another ; bur whoever will be! bleſs: 
ſed or ſaved, muſt bring his Ticket with him 
one or other thing ro which Salvation 1s annexed, | 

$9 *Tisan il! fien not to be chaſtenedy 
and a worſe not to bear chaſtening, Htbi 
12. 7. rol 
go 'Tis poſſible for a man by ſtrengel-of 
memory to remember all or moſt ot what 
he hears at a Sermon, and yet to be ( forialb 
ther) a forgetful Hearcr, James 2. 229» 
25 4 


is yetrhe knowes nothing as he oughtro/ 
Know; Cor, 8. 2, beitg 1oncrant of bu own. 
Ignorant + "tis true we may quickly have 


knowledpeenough ro make us inexcuſable; 
wp. 1; 29. bur never too much ro make ug. 


# 


yn , . 4 k 
: \ , , 0 * 4 "— " ” © DV " 
—Mrrer, 4 Cor, 8, 1,'2, LE + 
a o " . 
A 6-7, 49 93 
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86 As Jeſus Chriſt the righteous/ts IX "A 


91 It any man belicve he knows enough 
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Things worth chk on : 


92 God;though he be abſolute Lord, ye: 
is pleas'd to annex reaſons to his Precepts, 
that he may draw us to obedience with the Þ| it 
cords.of man, He. 11. 4. andalſo ro teach £ 2 
K the moſt mighty, to rule by reaſon and not © £ 
> bywill only, tor the Almighty God doth I © 
A ſo, Epheſ. 1.11, 

93 Divinc Authority is to (way us above || * 
our rcafon , yea. reaſ»n tzacherh us that k 
God-is<to- be b-:lieved and obeycd in the I © 
things for which we can ſee no reaſon bur I} fc 
this (:wh ch tis a great one) that he iclls us || 4 
and commands us ſo : and hence -itis that I} i 
the. Lord hath fo ſeverely puniſh't mens || 
wranſgreflins poſitive Laws of Divine || © 
Jaſticucio:, called ( by the School-men) Vo- 
Iuatary Precepts: for in commandingthem, Þ 
- Gods abloluc Authority , and in obeying || 

them mans obcicace moſt clearly ap- A 


" 94 - {Tis oblcrved by the Lord Veralam, W 
that there was never a miracle wrought ro | ” 
= convert an Arberſt, becauſe the Light of na- f 
IS "rare might have led him [O CON: els 2 Penty ; 
; - burmany have been wrought ro convert I-' | © 
> dolaters and ſuperſticious perſons, becauſe |} I 
"no lighr of nature declares thetrue Worthip' dc 
- and Will o:God. er 
95 All thoſe fins which we make ſo. 
much 3 
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Or, Helps to Piety. 115”. 
much of, are but Martality upheld by ſenfe 
and fancy, for a few minus - they areras 


3 | : "* 
: Þ cher {cen rhan ter, courred than enjoyed 3 © 
| & and many timcs prove };ke baggazt ro an 
b 
| 


Army, /mpedimenta Villorie,the hinderances 
of Victory, Matth. 19. 2 3. | 
$6 Some cdelire to know, only to know, 
, | that's Corrſuy ; ſome that they may be 
known, that's Vamiry ; ſome to make profit 
of their knowledge,thar's { «vetouſneſs ; {ome 
to edific and profit themaſclyes, that's Wiſe 
dewme ; ſome to better others, that's Charny z 
but Come ( which is bcſt of all, being Gedb 
Wiſdom ard Love) that they may Mleafe 
God. 

97 Only Ged #4 rot taught by experiexce; all 
men ( both wile and toolſh ) have it for 
their School-Miſtriſs. God is ſo Wiſe: and 
All-Knowing as to be abov? it, and not to: 2 
need it ;:but no man ſo wiſe, who may riot be + 
wiſcr than he 1s, ard noe but fools: think a her- 15 
wiſe, The beſt growivg in cxperience 4isto- 
ow in Grace, and the knowledge of our 

ord and Savicur, 2 Per. 3. 18. | 

98 He who doth cvil ſor a good endffotli -. 
religronſly ſerve the Devil ; and he who 
doth that which is gocd-in it (elf for an ewl 
end, doth (what in him lics ) make Gedro : 
ſerye the Devil ;- they both Gn in the Nag 
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of the Lord, and at the coſt and charges of 


Divinity, Rom, 3. 8. F<bn 16, 2. ; 
99 Hethart finncth, and looketh without 
repentance to eſcape Hell, ſeparates the end 
from the m:ans ; and herhat without faith 
and obedience looks for Heaven, doth ſepa 
rate the means from the end:: both pervcrt 
Gods Word and Providence, Luke 13. 3, 
Heb, Ii. 6. Heb. JI. 9. 
1co InHeaver is only reſt without labour, 
"Heb. 4. 9. Rev. 14. 13. In Hell js only reſt- 
leſs pain and torment, Luke 16. 23. and fin 
makes the Earth ( which is a middle ſtate be-YÞ 7 
eween both) more like to Hell than Heaven, 
it being a place of ſorc travel, Eccl. 1, 13, 


y —_ 


a 4 St ww ww.cy oc GOBPuty nas boa, wes. 


and 4. 8. and 5.16, 17. 
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= © Fifth Century. A 
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V8: Artha's many things,and Mary! | 1 
= M one thing, ſcldom conſiſt ro« || 11 
.Þ A gether, Lake 10. 414 42: - A 
kÞ -  $ Godhath mvſt uſually browgh 1. jndgen {| n 
ment on the World, when they bays beet S 
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.. Or,” Helpito Piety, 147 

— oy — XLS” 
indulging their genius, and gratifyug their 
ſenſual and carnal appetites 1a cating,dri 

ing, &c. ASin Neah's and Leo's time on 
the Old World ; Sodom and Gommorrah ; on 
Job's Children , Belſhazzar, &c. See Iſa. $. 
Il, 12,13, Jer. 51. 39,---57. Amas 6, 3, =w 
7. Zach. 1.15. and ſo he will come gait 
juſt ſo, Matth. 24. 38, 49, 50. Take heed 
therefore to your ſclvcs, leſt at any time 
8 your hearts be over-charged with furteting 
t-F and drunkenneſs, and carcs of this life, and 


ia fo that day come upon you unawarcs, Luke 
ef 21. 34. 1 Theſl.5.3. 7 


3.08 3 lnall matters of pleaſure and joy, the 3 
more the union is, the morc 1s the aclights = 
The preſence of a friend ycelds morecons- 38 

— | tent thanthe abſence,and the embraces more” -. = 

«| thanthepreſence : ſo 12 outward delights,thole; 8 
of Incorporation are more than thoſe of. 5.5% 
Adhefion ; as'tis more natural ro delight 
in our meat, than in our garments, the one *. Þ 
being-inward union to encreaſc our ſtrengths - = 

| the other outward, and only co protetbir.-. Ne... 

2} This is evident in ſpiritual joys andiplea- © 7 

» | ſures, which ariſe from union with, Chriſt +223 

| andthe Truths.of, the Goſpel, 'which are | 3 

'maxeainitedtroour Souls by Faith, thaSby- - 4 

*cp(r, and. haye.an apſwcrable joy, 1 Pats 7 

I» | I. $.-: $ 


= 


* 
= 
» a3 


4s 
: 


> *. 
- 
= 4 ". G 
\ > 
+ £5 . 
<* - 


oxy © fe Sou 


a —_ 
» 4 4 - « = - bn, - . * - 
: __ 6. Is . «LE 


——am—_— 


CO EE TER > IIS Toy + 


—3 


A— Fe. awww a. 


 ——_— 


3 th —"H hinge Oey Tn on : 


'T, 1; 8 ; Our Union with Him and I bis Truth hers, 
36 that's our joy may be full, 1 Fobn 1, 4; but out 
union being not lo cloſe, our joy 1s not {q 
full as twill be hereaftcr, F/al. 16. 11. Mat, 
25.21, here our Maſters Joy enters into ug 
who can comain but hicle of it ( quicquid 
recipitur , recipirur ad modum reciprentss ) but 
then we ſhall enter into it, where our ſouls 
will baye ſcope enough, and an infinire O- 
cean of j»y roſwim in roall Erernity: Then 
Sight will be a nearer Union than Faith is 
now, and more above it than Faith is aboye 
Senſe and when we ſee him as he is we ſhall 


| b: like him, 1 John 3. 2. 


4 Cod delighted more (in his Vidic than 
| yk his F:at ), thar his works were 200d, thai 

Echey were;and therefore the Day of his 
2:2 Reſt or Sabbath, was mare holy than the 
©  Daysof Workiog, Ger, 2.2, 3. and We our | 
&-  fclves find that a Review and Contemplation © 
af a good Alt afferds more joy than the meer Alti-® 
9m, I ct us therefore when we havedone a} 54 
good Work, ask our hearts if, and ſeerhat 
i bewell done. 


5. Our murtability and affeAing. of 
»— Variety dath argue [our imper 
— That G4 ( who is all ) ould 0b! 
rw , 75 pot more ſft-avge Thai ' true; Ve 
: ow. #4 »t are 
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Or, Helps to Piety, Th 
are compounded, and all things(bwt Goa)are 
utY ſo, which ſpeaks both their and our defeRtt 
{off We arc in love and purtuic of many things, 
and eſteem not God more than Heayen and 
1 Earth; we may ſay wedo,bur the lowipg of 
44 Oxeri and bleating of Sheep(to allude to thal 
ut of Samuel ro Sax!) our hankerings and hone- 
15 ings after other things, doth bur too plainly 
JN declare, that in praQtice, fruition and ſacif= 
enfl faction, 15 not {o. * Twill never be wel with 
15K us, nor can we be at caſe, till our hearts and 
vet ſouls can and do ſay in truth,as Pſals7 3.25. 
111 6 Philoſophy cels as that the whole courſe 
of our Life ſhould be a Meditation of Death, 
but Divinity tels 165 more, that it ſhould bec 2 
continual Living co God {the beft preparati= 
& for death) that when ,we die, we mayeliyc 
elf With God, which is beſt of all, Phile1.23. 

. 7::L bough believers arc nor(all of them)de- 
nm} ivcred from the Earth of che Grave, yct they 
1 Jarcfrom.che Hell of the Graye, 1 Cor. 15. 
4 3426: $5; .-... > 4 LES x L 
ar . $8 -A.man that is tender of his conſcience, 

| willnever be prodigal of his credit: for as a 

good conſcience is a continual feaſt\to give a 
of man a, cheartul heart, ſoa good Name is a 
precious- ointment, to give him a. cheartul 
LQUATERANCE,. 2 Core Is 12.P70v, 15,30. Eco 
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Thinss worth s thinking os : q 


I 


g Words receive weight from mann 
and a mans ipecch is often better believed fot 
his lite, than for his learning : A mes: 

each hes heart ont, before hee can preach a 
thing into the hearts of the people, if they do 
lthe ad love him, As inPhylickzto have a good 
"opinion of the DoRor,doth incline us to look 
after the preſcriptions, and alſo adyantage 
the operation of the Medicine ; ſo in Preact 
ing (and Writing of good Books (which ares 
kind of Phyſick for the Mind ) a good opinioti 
of the Man, doth much facilitate andhelpot 
the reception and influerice of the Truths d 
hvered. He rheretore that would win rhe 
fetion of any, muſt approve himſelf to ( 
ther humonr , but) their judgement ; and hee 

- that would prevail: with their judgement 
muſt approve himſelf ro their aftetion : 
if judgement be prejudiced, we are not ike town 
and g ain affettion, nor if 'affeftson be deſtafted 
1 we _ convince their judgement. The Goſpel 
"Hy reacht with a Goſpel {pirit and life, is molt 
| "like to prevail with both,being moſt true and 
. lovely,which are the objes of Underſtand 
ing and Will, nd Aﬀe@tions, 
"x0 God (ſeems to regard and reward'om 
ſufterings,more than our doings, forhe pro 
... ©  Miſcth a teward buraccording to out wotky 
- der. 17-10.but asto ſufferings a great el rard; 
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Or, Helps zo Prety, I2T 
= Math. 5. 12.4 far more exceeding, eternal 
Wt weight of glotys 2 Cor.4« I' 7» and the-eXalta« 
tion of Chriſt himſelf, is attributed rather ro 
his Self-denial and Suffering, than to his do» 
ing, Plbul. 2,8, 9. 
11 The firſt thing that Chriſt complain'd of 
(after he went to Heaven)as being concern'd 
tor it, 94s want of love to, yea, enmity againſt bis 
people, Atts 9.4- and the nexc- thing, was the 
decay and coldneſs of his peoples love,Rev.2, 
4. indced bee.wasa Prophet, and his words 
were true, Matth.24.9,—1 2. 
12 For a Concluſion, what I ſhall further 
fay, ismuch-what the ſame as one before me, 
at the end of ſome meduations of his, hath 
laid, viz. How eaſie is pen and paper piety? for 
one to writercligioufly! I will not Cake colts 
nothing, - but *tis far more caſte and cheap to: ' 
work ones head than heart into goodneſs; to  _* 
write an hundred Meditations and Scatcnces, 
than to ſubdue the leaſt fin in ones ſoul. Be J 
pleas'd alſo to knowythat "tis a4 caſic ani cheap 
(it not more.) to read as towrite of Piety, And 
therefore wee ſhould both looto it, chat I 
write not,thar hon read norin vain; leſt my 
a writing and thy reading,riſc in jadgement a» . ; 
ol gainſt me and thee And as I chink we ſhould. 
«| not on this account forbear ro write or read, _ 
{obecaule of this we ſhonld be the more conſer» = 
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 - #22 Things worth thinking on,Or,@c, 


entiosn both, that wee may profit by ir, anc 
giye up our accounts with joy and not witk 
rick. The excellency of Divine Things is 
Not 1 prpactung or hearing, Writing or rea« 
ding,” praying tor or profeſling of them,but 
in having of and proficing by them, which isy 
when we are aclivered to the Truth, taughr 
us, in, by, and from the Goſpel, Roms 6. 17, 
Te 2, II, I2» | 


.... Conſider what 1 ſay, and the Lord 
givethee Underſtanding in all 
things, p Tim, 2. Te 


Amen. 


